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Shmam b eco mes UJN. president 

UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — After spending decades u a. kaw-kcyplayer 
tatbe U.N. system, Saadi. Arabia stepped into the spotlight Tuesday with 
.die election of its ambassador, -Sandr & Shihabi, as General Aaembly 
president. Bom a Palestinian in Jerasakni in 1925, Mr. Shibabi is the raoKT 
active Saudi diplomat m the U.N. {jntem iii memoty, repr eseati o g a 
Idngdom that has uraafly been content to play u quiet back scat rale in the 
world body. But Sauce Arabia’s central rale in the anti-Iraq coalition 
seems to have brought the kingdom imo the diplomatic fast lane. In (act, 
Mr.SbAafai only entered the race for the General 'Assembly presidency 
after Yemen toned its U-N. ambassador's hat into the ring. From his seat 
on th e Secu rity Council, Yemeni Ambassador AbdaBa Saleh A1 Ashtal 
often udnriatcd the ■ Saudis by to T»yyVy*te the anti-Iraqi 

foi tia ti v ea of the United States and Britain. In the secret balloting on- 
' Tuesda y, M r.Shihabi woo with 83 votes out of 150 cast Mr. Ashtal came 
ia third with 20 votes, after Papra New Guinea’s foreign min&er, Michael 
Som are, w ho received 47 votes. Sands Arabia’s UN, mission played boat 
to a lavish “national day” reception on Monday evenmg. In fact, Saudi 
. Arabia’s national day is not until next Monday. 
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Yemen ready to mend Saadi ties 

SANAA (AP) — Yemeni President Ati Abdullah Saleh made a strong 
overture to Saudi Arabia Tuesday to mend ties. In an interview with the 
Yemeni television, Mr. Saleh announced the formation of a committee to 
oversee demarcation of disputed regions. “We are ready to solve our 
border eases with our neighbors, especially Saudi Arabia, within toe 
fr ame works of normal relations that would be far from being lukewarm,” 
Mr. Saleh said in the interview. Border, disputes n ee d ed “normal 
atmospheres” to help reach solutions, he said. The Gulf war, he said, 
“created an abnormal atmosphere and spread tension which involved 
Yemen and its Gulf neighbours. After we ail cool down, and after stability 
is achieved in the region, each party will be conrreetly reassessing its 
situation and will know who was right and ho was wrong. The present 
lukewarm Arab relations will be overcome in the near future.” Yemen, he 
said, “did not commit any mistake against its neighbours. Different 
standpoints are only normal. But Yemen had no hostile stand against its 
neighbours on the Gulf Or the peninsula at all any day.” 
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U S. offers compromise to Israel 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The U.S. 
administration has offered Israel 
s compromise on loan guarantees 
to ‘ end a bitter row which 
threatens to complicate Middle 
East peace efforts. - 
• A senior U.S. official, travell- 
ing with Secretary of State James 
Baker to Cairo Tuesday, said a 
ox-point plan included a promise 
!faat the administration would not 
*sk Congress for a second delay 
m Israel’s request for the guaran- 

y be United States would also reuQ- 
iuse the Jewish state for the extra 
»&s of any borrowing at higher 
merest rates as a icnrit of the present 
bur-month delay, he added. 

Mr. Baker drew up the plan daring 
wo days of inooadutive talk* with 
sraefi leaders on the loans Hkpitf 
■nti arrangements for an Arab-Israefi 
xsace conference in October. ' 

The official said the proposal was 
he furthest Washington could go" 
awards answering Israel's request for 
guarantees worth $10 bOfion without 
fatring Arab states away from the 
xace conference. 


“I don’t want to indicate ooe inch 
of flexibility beyond the six points... 
winch are damned forthcoming,” he 
■aid. 

■ Even if brae] accep te d the propos- 
al and waited until January, toe loan 
.guarantees would not be uncooditioo- 
al. He gave a strong hint that the 
conditions would, restrict Jewish set- 
tlement in the occupie d West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

“(Israel) wants us to agree that 
come January we would not ask for 
any conditions on this aid res p ec tin g 
their settlement practices. That's jnst 
something we are not going to agree 
to,” be- said. 

“It’s a question frankly of not being 
able to justify in our own minds, or to 
tbe other parties in the peace process, 
- an unconditional $10 billion infusion 
that doesn’t have any restrictions,” he 
added. 

But Mr. Baker, at a meeting with 
-Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Mma i later, refased to sty if he 
thought the loan guarantees should 
be tied to settlement activity. 

It is widely seen that loan 
guarantees now would encourage 
brad to move more Jewish immig- 
rants to the occupied territories and 


make a land-for-peace deal more 
ffifflmfr to achieve. 

The U.S. official said he under- 
stood the Anto p o si tion. 

Mr. Baker was confident that if the 
U$. (Ed not try to postpone debate in 
Congress on the guarantees “the 
Arabs would not show up (at the 
peace conference) and who could 
blame them?” he said. 

U.S. President George Bosh 
sp ar k ed the row with Israel and the 
powerful pro-Israeli lobby in the Un- 
ited States last week when he 
threatened to veto any attempt by 
Congress to consider toe Israeli re- 
quest for guarantees within four 
months. 

The U.S. official said Washington 
would not promi se even that die 
guarantees would be approved in 
January or that they would cover a 
specific amount of Israeli borrowing. 

The six points in the U.S. proposal 
are: 

— Tbe U.S. administration will not 
seek a further delay on tbe loans in 
January; 

— The administration will work 
with C ong re s s to draft the legMation 
pa the loan guarantees; 

— The United States will try to 


the effect of the 

on toe U.S, budget and toe U.S. 
taxpayer. This, would ease the task of 
passing them through Congress. 

— The administration promises 
U.S. support for loan guarantees in 

principle; 

— The United States will cover the 
extra costs of interest if Israel has to 
borrow money from other sources 
because of tbe delay in approving toe 
guarantees; 

— The United States will try to 
persuade other countries to provide 
other loan guarantees for Israel. 

If Israel continued to press Con- 
gress to pass the guarantees now, “I 
think the president wQl be willing to 
go to the American people on this 
because it’s their tax dollars that 
would be supporting settlement activ- 
ity,” the official said. 

He said Washington had made the 
six-point proposal to avoid a con- 
frontation with Israel, an aim shared 
by the Jewish state. 

“Even though we haven’t resolved 
tins absorption aid question, I hope 
and believe we’ll find a way to resolve 
it short of a bn fight,” he added. 

He said Mr. Baker roll hoped toe 
peace confe re nce would take place 


next month despite the outstanding 
problem of Palestinian representation 
at the talks. 

The secretary of state also met 
Palestinian leaden in occupied Jeru- 
salem but did not settle tbe repre- 
sentation problem. 

Israel insists it must have tbe right 
to veto toe Palestinian delegates, a 
condition the Palestinians reject. 

Tbe Egyptian foreign m mister told 
reporters the peace process could 
succeed only if Israel stopped new 
settlements. 

President Bush Monday reiterated 
his demand that tbe U-S. Congress 
delay action on the Israefi request and 
said his o pp os i tion to Israel's expan- 
sionist settlement policy “isn't going 
to change.” 

“What I'm proposing is in tbe best 
interest of peace, and peace is in the 
best interest of Israel, and it’s in the 
best interest of other countries in the 
area,” Mr. Bush said at a newt 
conference with German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl. 

“It is my view that the less debate 
we have on these contentious issues 
now. the better . ” Mr. Bash said. 

(Continued 00 page 5) 


Iraq, U.S. head for 
dash over overflights 


Palestinian Turkmen: Kuwait not 
found dead to expel Palestinians 


JOTTED NATIONS (R) — Iraq 
las' set conditions for overflights 
jf-U.N. helicopters searching for 
fit -weapons of mass destruction, 
md thc United States called the 
xmdition unacceptable, 
j^raq wants tbe helicopters to 
;/oid flying over puls of Bagfr- 
Lad, apparently -fearing an attack 
m President Saddam Hussein. 

The Security Council warned 
Baghdad last Friday of apspeti- 
led consequences if It did hot 
remit U.N. teams to .be flown 
wer Irtiq in' focir ."awn hdicop- 
ers- The . jfeppte. .bos already 
salted work by. inspectors sear- 
foing for ballistic missiles. 

In response, Iraqi Ambassador 
\bdul Amir A1 Anbari said 
iftghriari would abide by council 
natidaties but gave Security 
Council President Jcan-Bemard 
Vfcrimee of France a fist of dr- 
mmstaoccs under which it would 
allow the flints,, diplomats said. 

Iraq also seeks to exdude ae- 
rial photography and Emit the 
Efishts to two weeks. ", 


'“Iraq’s ambassador said tire 
conditions related to high security 
reasons but most analysts here 
believed this had to do. with the 
safety of die head of state,” said 
one Western envoy, who spoke 
oh condition of anonymity. 

Air. Anbari said Iraq author- 
ises also had to be on board the 
helicopters. U-N. officials said 
the special commission , in charge 
of destroying Iraq’s dangerous 
weapons had previously agreed to 


U.S. Ambassdor Thomas Pick- 
ering said the Iraqi response was 
“not entirely negative but is 
hedged about with conditions and 
the Security Council does not 
accept conditional application of 
its resolution.” 

He said die condition that the 
flights were good for only two 
weeks was “outrageous.” - 

“The beeps have taken a move 
toward that and obviously we 
hope tint veiy quickly they agree 
to unconditional acceptance,” 
Mr. Pickering told Reuters. 

Iraq previously said that tike 
heficopteis, loaned to the United 
Nations by Germany, violated its 
sovereignty and offered Its own 
aircraft and pilots to the U.N. 
teams. 

The Iraqi ambassador told re- 
porters after be saw . Mr. 
Merimee, “we are ready to let the 
helicopters into Iraq providing 
that the operational use of tbe 
helicopters .would be in such a 
way as to protect national secur- 
ity.” 

“We have provided a 
.framework for operation of the 
helicopters,” Mr. Anbari added. 

An Aug. 15 Security Council 
resolution de m a nd ed Iraq allow 
the U.N. teams to “conduct both 
fixed-wing and "heficopter flights 
throughout Iraq for all relevant 
purposes including inspection, 
surveillance, aerial survey, trans- 
portation and logistics without 
interference of any kind ... ” 


in jail cell 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A 16-year-old Palesti- 
nian girl was found dead Monday 
in her cell at Jerusalem’s Russian 
compou n d jail, Israeli police said. 

The girl, Shife Mains, from 
the village of Beit Aula in the 
occupied West Bank, had been 
detained last Wednesday for 
allegedly throwing stones at 
Israeli cars. 

Israeli newspapers said there 
were no sgi&'of phyricalvicArace 
and that the girl's body had been 
transferred for autopsy in Tel 
Aviv. 

Kama! Othman Abdullah, 48, 
had been bead of the council in 
Karara for the past six years, 
residents said. 

Israel dosed down Tuesday as 
Jews observed the da y of s tate- 
ment, their most important holi- 
day, with fasting and prayers' 
seeking God’s foigjveness. 

The hofiday, known in Hebrew 
as Yam Kippar, is kept by the 
vast majority of IsraeFs 4.1 mil- 
lion Jews even though many of 
them do not observe other reli- 
gions customs. . 

Before the start of YomKippnr 
at 5:08 pjn. (1508 GMT), shops 
and restaurants shut down, air- 
ports and naval ports closed, all 
transportation stopped and Israel 
radio and television went silent. 
Even secular Jews do not drive on 
Yom Kippur for fear of being! 
stoned by Jewish zealots. 


| Tug-of-war between press and 
3 deputies reaches climax over 
■| public freedoms panel’s report 

* v Shbeilat charges papers are lagging behind 
' ' democratic steps; editors say not everything 
:ti ; ; ; deputies say or do is worthy of coverage 


By Sam Atiyeh 

^ ‘Special to tbe Jordan Times 

'^MMAN — A long-running 
tog of war between Is l amis t 
deputies and local newspapers 
~ river press coverage of par-' 
' Kfrmentary activities came to a 
.head this week when a promin- 
ent member of the Lower 
House charged that edittxs had 

- deliberately spiked a report iris 
" parliamentary g roup fed pre- 
pared and distributed to the 
pra& for publication. 

Laith Shbdlat, an indepea- 
-dent. Islamist , and Muslim 
Brotherhood members have' 
i fra some time now accused the 
' . press of {^as in handling then' 

- activities and demands. News- 
tiaper editoTS, however, main-, 
tain that their coverage bfPar- 
hament has been objective and 

- hif,' ■ 

' This- week, toe feud reached a 
*Sa» ax when Mr. Shbeilat accused 
the editors of d efi be ra tdy ignoring 



LdhSHNfet 

a r eport released by toe Lower 
Home's Pobfic Freedom Commit- 
tee, of -winch he h a member; 
'a&egiflg BMre a tment and torture 
Of security de ta inees. 

During. a press confe r ence he 
bdd at bis office on Saturday, Mr. 
'Shbeilat accused the papers of bias 
and cafied on jouraafirts to “fight” 
_ for. greater press freedoms sod 


objectivity. 

Tbe report bi question, which 
was issued and rfistriboted by tbe 
parfiameiitaiy committee on the 
final day of Parliam en t** extraor- 
dinary session on Sept 2 gave a 
detailed account of afieged abuses 
and tort ur e against de t a in ee s by 
security forces based on interviews 
with a number of raea who were 
recently detained and later re- 
leased. 

The justifications for not pub- 
lishing toe report cited by edtiscs 
of toe major daifies varies, ranging 
from lade of knowledge about toe 
. release of toe report to editorial 
policy and po&tkai reasons. 

Hashem Khreisat, etiitor-in- 
' duef of Sawt A1 Sha&b Arabic 
■ daily and president of the Jordan. 
Press Association, said be . did not 
receive in tone a copy of tbe 
report, which was distributed to 
toe press mid deputies on toe last' 

did Dotbmr^ii report 
nntil I saw it pubtnhed in Al Rant 
(weekly) and Mien tbe m i ni s ter of 
mterior iwoed bis s t atement, ” Mr.' 

(Contoured on page 5) 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — Tbe 
bead of tbe U.N. agency for 
Palestinian refugees said Tuesday 
that Kuwait does not plan to 
expel tiie Palestinian community. 

liter Tlllkman, Mmmknn nw. 

general of the U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) for 
Palestinian refugees, also noted 
that the e mi rate has increased its 
co n t ri b u t i on to his agency. 

Mr. Turkmen spoke in a tele- 
phone interview after talks writh 
Grown Prince Sheikh Saads Al 
Abdallah Al Sabah. 

- The U.N. official also met a 
Palestinian delegation represent- 
ing the community in Kuwait. 

Mr. Tmkmcu described bis 
talks with Kuwaiti officials as 
“constructive.” 

. “The Kuwaiti government real- 
ises that the Palestinians have 
nowhere to go,” he said. “They 
wifi not be forced to leave. That 
has been dearly pointed out” 

Mr. Turkmen said he was 
assured by the Kuwaitis that 
there will be no limitations on the 
employment of Palestinians In the 
private rector. 

He said that tbe emirate has 
decided to increase its yearly $1 
million contribution to UNRWA, 
but he refused to give the new 
figure. 


A steady stream of Palestinians 
has left Kuwait since its liberation 
from Iraq’s seven-month occupa- 
tion. 

Hundreds of Palestinians were 
detained and some were tried for 
allegedly collaborating with the 
Iraqi occupation forces. 

The government has fired all 
bat a handful of Palestinian work- 
ers from government jobs and has 
banned their children from 
attending Kuwaiti gove rnm ent 
schools. 

_ The. n umb er has shrnnk-from 

400.000 before the invasion to 
50,000, including an estimated 

23.000 with Egyptian travel docu- 
ments. 

The travel documents have not 
been honoured by Egypt, an ally 
of Kuwait, which effectively bars 
the Palestinians from Egypt. 

Asked whether UNRWA 
would take any steps to help tike 
Palestinians with Egyptian travel 
documents, Mr. Turkmen said be 
needed to collect more informa- 
tion. 

“For the moment they are* 
here,” he said. “No de a dlin es 
have been set by the Kuwaitis. 
TheyTl be able to remain here 
like other Palestinians,” said Mr. 
Turkmen. 


Sharaa: Israel should 
free all Arab detainees 


BONN (AP) — Syria’s foreign 
minister said Tuesday that all 
Arab prisoners in Israeli jails must 
be freed as part of any deal that 
would win the release of Western 
hostages in Lebanon. 

The foreign min i st er, Faronq 
Al Sharaa, also said Israel's con- 
tinued b uilding of settlements in 
the occupied territories “make 
peace completely impossible.” ■ 

Mr. Sharaa was in Bonn for 
talks with Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher and other 
German officials. 

Mr. Genscher and Mr. Sharaa 
discussed efforts to win tbe re- 
lease of Western hostages in 
Lebanon and the Middle East 
peace process. 

Mr. Sharaa told reporters that 
Syria was continuing to strive to 
win the hostages’ freedom, and 
that their release should entail no 
conditi o ns. 

But he said that Lebanese and 
Palestinians jailed by Israel axe 
“similar to the hostages” and 
they too most be released. 

“All hostages must be set free 
for humanitarian reasons, but 
also all Arabs held in braefi jails ,' H 
Mr. Sharaa said. 

“We are referring to the Arab 


atizeos who have been taken 
from Lebanon by the Israeli 
forces and are kept m Israeli jails. 
They include Lebanese and 
Palestinians who have been living 
in Lebanon,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

Mr. Sharaa repeatedly accused 
the Israelis of trying to “torpedo” 
U.S. efforts fair a Middle East 
peace conference by rcf&mg to 
cease its settlement programme 
in tbe occupied territories. 

“If Israel continues to build 
settlements, that proves that ... 
Israel b nof at all interested in tbe 
peace process,” he said. 

In Beirut, a British embassy 
official said Tuesday that Britain 
remained cautiously optimistic a 
hostage release was in tbe offing. 

Israel’s chief hostage nego- 
tiator was quoted as saying he 
received no new information 
from U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar on five 
Israeli soldiers still unaccounted 
for in Lebanon. 

“The process is moving for- 
ward, but we have no firm news,” 
British Charge d’Affaircs John' 
Tocknott said when asked 
whether he expected die release 
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U.S. Congress clears way for 
unfreezing military aid to Jordan 


From oar correspondent 


THE FOREIGN relations 
committees of the United 
States House of Representa- 
tives and Senate Monday lifted 
the restrictions on American 
military assistance to Jordan 
which lawmakers had imposed 
earlier this year as a punish- 
ment for the Kingdom’s per- 
ceived official pro-Iraq stand 
during toe Gulf anas. 

In a 10-hour “conference” 
session between the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
and the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, senior legis- 
lators managed to resolve the 
' differ ence* between their re- 
spective foreign aid authorisa- 
tion bills for fiscal 1992 and 
1993. 

The House’s version of tbe bill, 
which pasted die Hone in June of 
this year, contained a provision 
c nc pi-mlmg thf $27 minion in milit- 
ary assistance to Jordan untQ die 
president certifies to congressional 
committees the following: that 
Jordan has recognised Israel’s 
right to exist; that Jordan has 
its wfflingBcss to en- 
ter into (fired bilateral negotia- 
tions with Brad; and that Jordan 
is not providing any non- 

hnimimfiirtan assistance tO Iraq 

The Senate’s version of the bill 
contained no similar re s tricti ons. 

The admlnfantration has re- 
quested P5 criQkjn in military 
assistance and $30 mfifioo in eco- 


nomic ass istance for fiscal 1992 
and 1993. During tbe House floor 
debate on the bill, a number of 
amendments were presented as a 
dear signal to Amman that mem- 
bers of toe House of Representa- 
tives were unhappy about what 
they perceived as an official pro- 
Iraq stand by toe Jordanian gov- 
ernment. 

These amendments found over- 
whelming support on toe House 
floor. However observers believe 
Amman’s “helpful” stand on tbe 
peace process has helped improve 
the country’s standing in Con- 
gress. In a joint press conference 
with U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker on July 21, IBs Majesty 
King Hussein said that Jordan was 
willing to attend a Middle East 
peace conference, to take part in a 
joint delegation and to end the 
economic boycott in exchange for 
a freeze in settlement activity in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 
Members of Congress had openly 
expressed a desire in seeing Arab 
states take such a step publicly. 
When the Senate disclosed its 
veraon of the foreign aid author- 
isation bin in late July, no amend- 
ments were presented to suspend 
economic or mifitary aid to tbe 
Kingdom. Shortly afterwards. 
Secretary Baker announced that 
Washington would release U.S. 
economic aid to Jordan. 

This is the first time since 1985 
that tbe House and Senate have 
agreed on a foreign aid authorisa- 
tion Ml. However, the president 
has threatened to veto the bill 
because, among other things, it 
authorises U.S. funds for tbe U.N. 
Fund for Population Activities 


which runs a p r o g r am me in China, 
a country which nas been accused 
of following a policy of coerced 
abortions. 

In tbe absence of a foreign aid 
authorisation bill, toe foreign aid 
appropriations bill serves to both 
authorise and appropriate foreign 
aid programmes. Tbe House’s ver- 
sion of that bill also contains res* 
frictions on the S27 million in U.S. 
mifitary assistance to Jordan for 
fiscal 1992 and 1993. Before such 
assistance is released the president 
would have to certify to tbe 
appropriate congressional commit- 
tee that Jordan has taken steps to 
advance the Middle East peace 
process or that furnishing such 
assistance would be beneficial to 
that process. The president would 
also have to certify that it is in toe 
U.S. national interest to provide 
tbe assistance and that Jordan is 
complying with toe U.N. sanctions 

n gairnj Iraq. 

Once tbe Senate passes its own 
version of the foreign aid approp- 
riations bill. House and Senate 
members — known as conferees 
— wifi have to resolve tbe differ- 
ences between the two versions of 
tbe bill in a conference session. 
The bill will then be voted on in 
the House and Senate floors. No 
amendments are allowed during 
that vote. 

Jordan has said that it expects 
financial aid to help it cope with its 
problems. 

“I think we are acting out of 
conviction in saying yes to peace 
but there has to be some ioccn- 


(Con tinned on page 5) 


Yugoslav 

ceasefire 

announced 

IGALO. Yugoslavia (AP) — 
Yugoslavia’s warring leaders 
agreed Tuesday to an immediate 
ceasefire, acknowledging their 
country was just days from “irret- 
rievable dvfl war.” 

“We pledge ... that everyone 
within our control and under our 
political and military influence 
should fighting immediate- 
ly,” European Community (EC) 
mediator Lord Carrington read 
from the agreement signed in this 
southern resort after four hours 
of meetings. 

However, it was /not dear 
whether the agreement would 
meet any more success than pre- 
vious efforts to halt the fighting in 
war-torn Croatia. More than 400 
people have been killed there 
since June 25, when Croatia de- 
clared independence from the 
Yugoslav federation. 

An hoar after the agreement 
was announced, air raid sirens 
wailed again in the Croatian 
capital, Zagreb. Croatian media 
reported an air attack on Lncko, 
a suburb about 10 kilometres 
southwest of Zagreb (a Yugoslav 
air force jet was also said to have 
been shot down). 

Only about 40 kilometres away ; 
from the meeting, the sleek 
silhouettes of two Yugoslav navy 
(Continued an page 5) 


Moscow sends envoy 
to meet PLO leaders 

Husseini in London with U.S. letter 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A top 
Soviet official win meet Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat this 
week in a tad to overcome obsta- 
cles blocking the planned Middle 
East peace conference, a Soviet 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

“We are trying to see what can 
be done in order to convene the 
peace conference in tire Middle 
East. There are still some obsta- 
cles and... we hope that our talks 
with the Palestinians and others 
will help resolve those obstacles, 
spoksman Vitaly Churkin told 
reporters. 

He said Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Alexander Belonogov would 
meet this week in Tunis with Mr. 
Arafat and with Mahmoud 
Abbas, a PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member. 

The talks are “in accordance 
with tbe wishes expressed by both 
the Palestinian side and by (U.S.) 
Secretary of State (James) Baker 
in bis recent visit to Moscow,” 
Mr. Churkin told a news confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Baker is trying to make 
progress on the landmark talks, 
which are jointly sponsored by 
Moscow and Washington and 
tentatively set for October. 

Mr. Baker via ted Moscow last 
week but the two sides failed to 


set an exact date or issue invita- 
tions. 

One of the biggest stumbling 
blocks is Palestinian representa- 
tion at the talks. Israel has agreed 
to attend as long as the PLO has 
no say in the c om pos i tion of the 
Palestinian delegation and that 
none of tbe Palestinian delegates 
are from Arab East Jerusalem. 

The PLO says Israel is trying to 
sabotage the talks. 

"There is no doubt that it is in 
Israel’s interest to obstruct the 
peace process and it will do all it 
can to stop this process,” Mr. 
Abbas said in Egypt Tuesday. 

Mr. Belongov is scheduled to 
leave Wednesday for Tunis to 
meet with Mr. Arafat, Mr. Chur- 
kin said. 

He added that Soviet and U.S. 
diplomats have been working in- 
tensively in the last month to 
break the deadlock between 
Israelis and Arabs. 

In occupied Jerusalem Palesti- 
nian leaders said Mr. Baker had 
begun drafting “letters of assur- 
ances” for Palestinians and Israel 
in preparation for the peace talks. 

Faisal Hnsseini, one of tbe 
three Palestinians who met with 
Mr. Baker for 316-hours Monday, 
told reporters that further talks 
were planned with Baker aides on 

(Continued on page 5) 


MR. BAKER, 
WELCOME TO JORDAN 

You are doubly welcome because, this hospitable country and its people 

deserve to be dealt with as fairly, justly and honourably as possible. 

The naval embargo imposed by Security Council Resolution 660, 
though it did not specify Jordan, has affected this country and its 
inhabitants the most. 

Despite our limited resources, we have had to pay in excess of $100 
million in extra shipping and inspection costs in one year. This has 
burdened the .individual citizen both financially and psychologically. 

We wish to enlist your valuable assistance in addressing the wrong 
that have been inflicted upon Jordan and Jordanians, by lifting the 
embargo, imposed on Aqaba, which has been one of the root causes of 
both our economic and psychological problems. 

We are certain that during your meetings with His Majesty King 
.Hussein and his senior aides you will learn more of the magnitude and 
reality of the end results of this embargo on Aqaba. 

Thank you, Mr. Secretary of State, in anticipation of your kind and 
positive efforts. 

M.H. Nahltas/chalrman 

The committee of businesses affected 

by the naval embargo on Aqaba. 
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Saddam says no place for 
Western democracy in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — President 
Saddam Hussein, showing in- 
creasing self-confidence as he 
moves to consolidate his power 
six months after the Gulf war, 
says there is no place for 
Western-style democracy in his 
country. 

In a broad-ranging speech read 
out in full for several hours, cm 
Iraqi television on Monday even- 
ing, be also urged greater efforts 
to tackle the country's economic 
ills. 

President Saddam's speech was 
the keynote address to a top-level 
meeting of the country's ruling 
Baath Party last Friday that re- 
elected him as undisputed party 
leader. The party unanimously 
adopted President Saddam's 
address as its guiding political 
doctrine. 

President Saddam said moves 
towards democracy in Iraq must 
not copy Western models. 

He warned that anyone who 
adopted or admired Western 
values and attitudes “would not 
be allowed in any circumstances 
and conditions to take any post in 
leadership or direct the political, 
soda! and cultural life of the 
country.” 

Iraq’s Revolution Command 
Council, beaded by President 
Saddam, issued a decree two 
weeks ago allowing the creation 
of opposition parties. 

But it reserved for the Baath 
Party the privilege of political 
activity within the armed forces 
and barred ethnic or religious- 
based parties, effectively banning 
separate parties for the Kurds or 
the country’s Shiite Muslims. 

President Saddam attacked 
subjects as wide-ranging as the 


United States, liberalism and 
communism, but did not spell out 
what democratic path the country 
should follow. 

The press has said in recent 
editorials that Western-style 
democracy would not work in 
Iraq with its Arab and Islamic 
traditions. 

In his first sp e ech after the Gulf 
war. President Saddam pledged 
to introduce limited democratic 
changes including a new constitu- 
tion, multi-party political activity 
and freedom of the press. 

Friday's address made no men- 
tion of the promised constitution 
and multi-party system or the 
situation in northern Iraq, where 
Kurdish rebels seeking autonomy 
control a sector of the country 
along the Turkish and Iranian 
borders. 

President Saddam said the 
Baath Party should be at the 
forefront of all aspects of Iraqi 
life and criticised the govern- 
ment's “lack of serious action" to 
cure the country's economic ills. 

Last Friday the party sacked 
Prime Minister Saadoun Hanuna- 
di, who was appointed at the 
height of domestic unrest follow- 
ing the Gulf war with a mandate 
to restore confidence and turn the 
economy around. 

No reason was given for Dr. 
Hammadi's sacking but Iraqi 
media later reported he was 
h umilia ted in elections for the 
party leadership at Friday’s meet- 
ing. 

President Saddam was prime 
minister until Dr. Hammadi's 
appointment. He named Moham- 
mad Hamza AI Zubaidi, a party 
functionary scarcely known out- 
side Iraq, to- succeed Dr. Ham- 


madi, a founder of Iraq’s Baath 
Party mid one of its leading inter- 
national figures who had called 
for greater political and economic 
tiberalisation in Iraq. 

Iraq, under a blanket trade 
embargo since its invasion of 
Kuwait more than a year ago, is 
suffering acute shortages of food, 
medicines and industrial spare 
parts. 

The economy is in free fall with 
the country’s multi-billion dollar 
overseas assets frozen and oil 
exports — the only substantial 
income earner — blocked. 

Against a backdrop of rampant 
inflation and a brazen black mar- 
ket, President Saddam called for 
more efforts to stamp out rack- 
eteering and warned officials 
against corruption. 

“The leadership and party 
should not accept anyone in the 
leading rank of government or 
party who benefits from the pro- 
fiteers and criminals who are 
taking advantage of the poor and 
needy,” he said. 

He said municipal authorities 
around the country should take 
stronger powers unto themselves 
“in rectifying soda! disorder and 
price monitoring.” 

Iraq is suffering from a sharply 
rising incidence of crime and 
President Saddam acknowledged 
that there had been a breakdown 
of law and order in parts of the 
country, saying it had increased 
since the Gulf war. 

The Kurds in the north and the 
Shiites of the south rose up 
against the government in the 
wake of the war, but the rebel- 
lions were quickly crushed by 
heavily-armed government 
forces. 


Soviet envoy 
arrives in 
Tehran 


NICOSIA (AP) — Soviet envoy 
Yevgeny Primakov arrived in 
Iran Tuesday bearing a message 
from President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev to Iranian President 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani, Tehran 
Radio reported. 

The radio reported that Mr. 
Primakov, a special Gorbachev 
adviser on the fifth stop of a 
Middle East mission, said upon 
arrival that there were possibili- 
ties for the two neighbouring 
countries to expand their rela- 
tions. There was no elaboration. 

Foreign Ministry Under- 
secretary Ali Mohammad 
Besharati, who met Primakov at 
the airport, said Mr. Gorbachev 
had always tried to maintain good 
relations with Iran and ties were 
now wanner than ever, said the 
radio, monitored in Nicosia. 

Iran is of increasing importance 
to Moscow’s interests in the Gulf 
region since the demise of Iraq. 
The Tehran leadership has ex- 
pressed concerns about the 
effects of the Soviet Union’s 
breakup upon its Muslim repub- 
lics. 

Mr. Primakov’s visit was ex- 
pected to include discusrions on 
that, as well as to try to enlist 
Iranian support for a U.S.-Soviet 
sponsored Middle East peace 
conference and a halt to arms 
deliveries to civil war adversaries 
in neighbouring Afghanistan. 

Mr. Primakov left Kuwait 
Tuesday after a two-day visit that 
aimed at fostering Moscow’s ties 
with the oil-rich emirate. He was 
the fust Soviet official to visit 
Kuwait since its liberation from 
Iraq's seven-month occupation 

He said the Soviet Union was 
doing its best to influence Iraq to 
return hundreds of Kuwaiti de- 
tainees and prisoners of war. Mr. 
Primakov said the Soviet Union 
was working hard to coordinate a 
peace conference between the 
Arabs and Israel. 


Black activist seeks driver 
who hit New York boy 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The Rev. Al 
Sharpton, the New York black 
activist, spent three hours in 
Israel Tuesday trying to serve a 
summons on a Hasidic Jew whose 
car struck and killed a black 
child. 

He flew out after visiting the 
U.S. embassy in Tel Aviv, where 
he said he handed in the sum- 
mons. IBs visit passed without 
incident, except for a brief ex- 
change of angry words with 
orthodox Jews outside Ben- 
Gurion international airport. 

Rev. Sharpton arrived in the 
morning with attorney Alton 
Maddox, saying be wanted to 
trace Yosef fifth, the driver 
whose car fatally hit seven-year- 
old Gavin Cato on Aug. 19 and 
sparked three nights of rioting in 
the Crown Heights neighbour- 
hood of Brooklyn. 

A grand jury found no criminal 
wrongdoing in Cato’s death, but 
Rev. Sharpton said the boy’s 
family was filing a civil damages 
suit. 

Rev. Sharpton went from the 
airport to the embassy, then back 
to the airport before noon to fly 
via Frankfort. 

Rev. Sharpton said Consul 
Michael Metrinko agreed to 
accept the papers. He added he 
would retain Thursday to start 
extradition proceedings if Mr. 
Lifth did not answer the sum- 
mons. 

The U.S. embassy confirmed 
that Mr. Metrinko received Rev. 
Sharpton, but it declined to give 
details. 

Rev. Sharpton said his trip was 
meant to prove to the court which 
is hearing the damages suit that 
everything possible had been 
done to serve the summons. 

This, be said, “should dispel the 
idea that we came here on some 
kind of stunt-” 

Mr. fifth belongs to the Hasi- 
dic Lubavitdber community, and 
his whereabouts are not known. 
The community has a large vil- 


lage near the airport, but Rev. 
Sharpton would have had tittle 
time to go there and look for Mr. 
fifth. 

He arrived a few hours before 
Israel was to virtually shut down 
for die holy day of Yom Kippur. 
He would have been unable to 
drive after sundown or catch a 
flight out until Wednesday night. 

“If we waited here during Yom 
Kippur, they would say we were 
anti-Semitic and disrespected the 
holiday,” said Rev. Sharpton. 

“The question is, will the driv- 
er (Mr. fifth) respect the holiday 
by atoning for his sins. Before be 
goes to the ‘Wailing Wall* he 
ought to go to the consul gener- 
al’s office .to receive the court 
order,” he said. 

On his arrival, he said to repor- 
ters: “This is the day of atone- 
ment. Why not start atoning with 
this? Israel has a lot to atone for, 
like relations with South Africa. 
We're going to ask him (Mr. 
Lifth) to do the right thing and 
come to court.” 

As Rev. Sharpton hunted for a 
taxi at the airport, a half-dozen 
people, some wearing the garb of 
orthodox Jews, shouted at him. 

“Go to hell,” yelled one 
woman. 

“I already am in hell,” replied 
Rev. Sharpton, and then ex-, 
plained to reporters that by 
“bell” he didn’t mean Israel, but 
airports in general. 

Another man offered to buy 
him a ticket home. Rev. Sharpton 
accepted and the man produced a 
credit card, but no transaction 
ensued. 

“We're not here to desecrate 
Yom Kippur,” Rev. Sharpton 


Asked how he felt about being 
in Israel, he said: “It means 
something to be here seeking 
justice.” 

In the rioting, a Jewish student 
who had no connection to Cato’s 
death was fatally stabbed. 


Maghreb union pledges total 
support for Palestinians 


CASABLANCA (Agencies) — 
North African leaders have 
pledged their “total support” foe 
the Palestinians and urged the 
United Nations to lift its war-time 
embargo on Iraq. 

Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 
Mauritania and Libya promised 
to follow “with great interest" 
how a U.S.-engineered Middle 
East peace conference unfolds, a 
final summit communique said 
late Monday. 

They also reiterated their 
standing position hi favour of an 
independent Palestinian state 
ruled by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip with Arab 
East Jerusalem as its capital. 

The five states of the Arab 
Maghreb union were represented 
by their heads of state, except for 
Libya, Colonel Muammar. 
Qadhafi instead sent his second- 
in-command, Abdul Sal am Jal- 
loud. 


The union, a sort of common 
market formed three years ago, 
demanded that the United Na- 
tions lift its embargo against Iraq 
to ease the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 

Moroccan and Tunisian offi- 
cials had hoped that the five 


countries would reach a strong, 
unified stand on the Middle East 
peace conference US- Secretary 
of State James Baker hopes to 
convene next month. 

The support for the PLO and 
the mild pledge only to observe 
the conference indicated that 
foreign policy differences may 
remain strong among members 
ranging from the anti-U.S. 
Qadhafi to Morocco’s pro- 
American King Hassan n. 

The s nmm i t decided that one 
of the union's five institutions 
would be based in each of the five 
member states. 

The permanent secretariat will 
be in Morocco but the first secret- 
ary general will be a Tunisian, 
according to the final statement 
read ont at the dosing session. 

This appeared to be a com- 
promise to placate Ttmisia, which 
had been anxious to host the 
secretariat since the Arab League 
moved its hea d quarters back to 
Cairo last year. 

The union's failure to set up a 
permanent executive is often 
dted as one of the reasons it has 
been slow to cany out its plans, 
which indude a customs union by 
the year 1995 and a common 
market by the end of the century. 

The union's consultative 


assembly or 
parliament will be based in Alger- 
ia, its supreme court in Maurita- 
nia, the Maghreb Investment 
Bank in Tunisia, and the 
Maghreb University and 
Academy of Science in Libya. 

in a dosing spe ec h King Has- 
san said theirewdeciskm-making 
procedure would make the union 
more flexible. 


Instead of talking all major 
decisions by unanimity , the beads 
of state could, decide by simple 
majority, exc ep t m exceptional 
dreamstsmees tike dedaring war, 
be said. 

The king, current chairman of 
die union, urged his coQeagnes to 
“harmonise their ambitions with 
reality” and speed np the process 
of integration. 

The final statement also conde- 
mned continued Jewish immigra- 
tion to Israel. 


It said that to promote econo- 
mic relations with the European 
Community (EC), die Maghreb's 
most important trading partner, a 
preliminary meeting would be- 
held on Oct. 2S and 26 between 
representatives of the Maghreb 
five jmd four EC memb er states 
— France, Italy, Portugal and 
Spain. 


Palestinian leader says 5 
groups will boycott PNC 


ALGIERS (R) — Five Palesti- 
nian groups will boycott the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) next week unless there is a 
last-minute deal with Yasser Ara- 
fat, one of their leaders said in an 
interview published Monday. 

The council is meeting in 
Algiers next Monday to decide 
policy on a Middle East confer- 
ence proposed for next month. 

Khaled Al Fahoum, who heads 
die Damascus-based Palestine 
National Salvation Front, said 
Mr. Arafat had set - the date for 
the meeting before reaching a 
comprehensive agreement with- 
the five factions opposed to the 
policies of Mr. Arafat's Fateh 
movement. 

“In this state of affairs, there 
will be many absent from the 
PNC,” he told the Algerian news- 
paper Horizons. 

Mr. Fahoum is asking for more 
time for consultations between 
die Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in Tunis, the 
Damascus-based dissidents and 
two Muslim fundamentalist 
groups on the composition of the 
council. 

PLO sources in Tunis have said 
the front wants the PNC to invite 
Abu Nidal, a former PLO official 
sought by Western police in con- 
nection with violent attacks on 
civilians. f 

The PLO, which accused Abu 


Nidal ’s Fateh Revolutionary 
Council of killing two leading 
members in Tunis in January, has 
rejected the demand. 

Hie PLO has also rejected a 
demand by the fundamentalist 
group Hamas that die PNC annul 
the resolutions of all previous 
PNC meetings . Hammas advo- 
cates an Islamic state throughout 
historic Palestine, not the PLO’s 
two-state solution. 

Mr. Fahoum said, “They (Mr. 
Arafat's supporters) will desig- 
nate to the INC who they want, 
but Saiqa, the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command, Fateh Re- 
volutionary Council, Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, all these will not be 
there.” 

Saiqa, a Syrian-backed guerril- 
la group, and the FFLP-GC of 
Ahmad Jibril are traditional 
members of the PLO and have 
the right to attend the PNC. The 
•other groups are not and would 
•have to negotiate their terms fair 
taking part. 

“If the PNC takes place before 
resolving this divergence of view, 
there wfll certainly be a division 
on the Palestinian scene,” Mr. 
Fahoum said. 

Mir. Fahoum, a former PNC 
speaker, accused Mr. Arafat of 
refusing to meet leaders of the 
five movements in Yemen on 
Sept. 1. 


Oliver North finally wins 
Iran-contra criminal case 


WASHINGTON (R) — Oliver 
North, who ran the secret Iran- 
contra operations from his White 
House office during Ronald 
Reagan’s presidency, has finally 
succeeded in wiping out his cri- 
minal convictions for his promin- 
ent role in the scandal. 


A federal judge brought the 
long legal battle to an end on 
Nfonday. 

Iran-contra special prosecutor 
Lawrence Walsh suddenly de- 
cided to give up the convictions 
because of legalities surrounding 
Colonel North’s dramatic testi- 
mony before Congress in 1987. 


guan contra rebels. ' ^ 

Because the captiva ti ng and 
nationally televised testimony 
was given under a grant of im- 
munity, none of it could be used 
against Col. North in the later 
fai ui uial prosecution. 

Mr. Walsh said be was unable 
to meet the tough standards set 
out by a U.S. court of appeals last 
year of proving, fine by line if 
necessary, that none of the testi- 
mony of the 67 trial witnesses had 
been influenced by what Col- 
North had said. 


Col. North used the congres- 
sional hearings to deliver an im- 
passioned defence of the covert 
scheme to sell U.S. arms to Iran 
in 1985-86 and divert milfions of 
dollars in profits to the Nicara- 


“North is going to free on a 
technicality — an important tech- 
nicality, but a technicality 
nonetheless that does not address 
whether his underlying conduct 
was illegal,” Georgetown Uni- 
versity law professor Panl Roth-, 
stein said. 


Sudan 
releases 
details of 
foiled coup ’ 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Partici- 
pants in a coup attenqit which 
was foiled last August planned 
assassinations of senior army offi- 
cials and a two-pronged attack on 
Khartoum and an eastern capital, 
according to military spo kesman 


Major-General Mohammad 
Abdalla Oweida said in a state- 
ment that the investigation into 
the coup had been completed and 
that the information they 
gathered was based on confes- 
sions from the coup plotters. 

Gen. Oweida said that the 
coop was plotted by a new group 
called “Ana Al Sudan ” (I Am 
Sudan). He said it was made up 
of officers both in active service 
and retired, as well hs members 
of banned political parties and 
the rebel Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA). 


The military government of 
Lieutenant-General Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir revealed the coup plot 
last month and said a number of 
plotters had been arrested. It 
gave no details. 


Gen. Oweida said that 
had been monitoring the 
for one year. He said the arrested 
men confessed to planning to 
occupy key installations in Khar- 
toum using army officers and 
underground members of die 
banned political parties which is 
led by the Communist Party. 

At tiie same time, another 
group of plotters, mainly SPLA 
members, were to take control of 
the eastern capital Kaasala which 
is near the Sudanese-Ethiopan 
border. The SPLA’s activities 
axe mainly in the south and Gen. 
Oweida said the SPLA forces 
were to have been parachuted 
into the town using planes loaned 
by former Ethiopian President 
Mengistn Haile Mariam who sup- 
ported the rebels. 


Gen. Oweida said that an un- 
identified country had allowed 
the use of its diplomatic pouch to 
allow the plotters inside and out- 
side the country to communicate. 

He said another alleged coup 
plotter, an arrested merchant, 
confessed that be was recruited 
by a foreign intelligence agency 
also to facilitate co mmunication s. 


Jewish group ask* to Join PNC 


n# 1 


TEL AYIV (R) — A small wd-Znmst nfcrfrOr&odox letrah 
map said Monday it had asked for three sea&ar .foePdestiman 
National Council (PNC) meeting next week. Netn Karta 
(Guanfians in the City in Armaic) has also offered *6 represent 
Palestinians at a proposed Middle East peace conference if the 
issue over who should represent them remained deadlocked.- jp - 
letter to Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO) leader Yaa© 
Arafet, the group which opposes the existence of the ataie of farad, 
said it w» impatient to be part of a future Palestinian state. Neturej 
Karta said that based on its number of supporters it should he 
allotted three PNC seas. “The Jewish Pahari m afts are w* 
represented in tins PNC We request of yon. Mr. frctideat. to 
warrant us rep resen t a tion in tins Palestinian parNaroent," said die 
fetter sent to PLO headquarters in Tonis.. Rabbi Motbe Hirth, the 
group's “foreign minister.” said that Neturej had yet to hear from 
Mr. Arafat but be was certain it would have places at the PNC 
mating due to start Monday. 


Europarliamentarians hold talks In Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — Four members of the European Parliament 

~ ras ot Iraqi Kurds who 


began talks in Ankara Monday on the problems 
fled to Turkey earlier this year. Maitene Lenz, a German Christian 
Democrat beading the delegation, told Anatolian new* agency they 
had discussed Iraq and the return of refugees with Foreign Minister 
Safa Giray. The delegation was to visit the southeastern provincial 
capital of Diyarbakfr and refugee camps in Turkey Tuesday before 
meeting Kurdish leaders in northern Iraq. The European Parlia- 
ment decided at the height of the Kurdish refugee crisis in April to 
send a delegation to Turkey awl Iraq. 


Exiles throw eggs at Khamenei's brother 


STRASBOURG, France (R) — Two Iranian exiles threw rotuw 
eggs at the brother of Iranian spiritual leader Ayatollah AS 
Khamenei Monday as he arrived at the Council of Europ e to take 
part in a conference, witnesses said. An Iranian opposition group 
said the participation of Sayed Hacfi Khamenei at a conference on 
parliamentary democracy was an insult to the Iranian people and a i 
violation of the values for which Europeans elected their rcprc- j 
sentatives. Witnesses said two men hurled eggs at a delegation of 
Ir anian par liam entarians led by Mr. Khamenei as they climbed the { 
steps of the council headquarters. The two were arrested by police. ' 
Conference org ani sers said every country in the world, except Iraq, 
had been invited to send a delegation. 


Ex-wife of Pollard becomes Israeli 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Anrie Henderson Pollard, former wife of 
convicted American spy Jonathan Pollard, was given Israeli 
-***■ nship Monday. “This is the happiest day of my life,” Ms. 
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r 
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Pollard told reporters after receiving her immigrant card. Ms. 
Pollard was arrested with her husband, a U.S. navy analyst, in 
November 1985 on suspicion of spying for Israel. She was 
sentenced to five years after pleading guilty to possessing national 
defence documents, but was released after serving 40 months. Mr. 
Pollard was sentenced to life in prison in June 1987 after he pleaded 
guflty to providing Israel with documents about the military 
strengths of Middle East countries. He recently launched an 
appeal, contending the U.S. government breached its plea bargain 
agreement Mr. FoDard*s conviction for spying has been aa 
embarrassment to the Israeli g over n ment. It has refused to take Z 
role in his defence and maintains he was recruited by renegade 
intelligence agents. The U.S. parole commission allowed Ms. 
Pollard a special 10-week visit to Israel for medical treatment in 
August 1990. The treatment for a gastrointestinal dis o rde r later 
was extended. She was divorced while in IsraeL 
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Iraq says Kuwaitis hijacked civilian truck j 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said Monday Kuwaiti military personnel 
had hijacked an Iraqi civilian truck just inside Iraq and taken it 
away to Kuwait The Iraqi News Agency quoted an official source 
as saying the Kuwaitis, in civilian cars, crossed into Iraqi territory 
near San am ffiH at 7 p.m. local (1500 GMT) Sunday. "They 
surrounded an Iraqi civilian truck near an Iraqi post and took it to 
Kuwait” the source said. The Iraqi authorities are following up the 
incident with U.N. observers in the area, he added. The source 
denied a Kuwait press report that the Kuwaiti army repulsed an 
attack on a police post west of Kuwait Gty by Iraqi soldiers 
wearing civilian dotbes. The report was “pan of the continuing 
plot against Iraq,” he added. 


Britain, Saudi Arabia denounce settlements 


LONDON (R) — Britain and Saudi Arabia condemned Israel's 
settlement policy in its occupied territories Monday as a major 
hindrance to peace in the Middle East. British Forei gn Ministry 
Douglas Hurd and Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Sand Al Faisal 
held talks at which they backed United States moves to bold a 
Middle East peace conference. A Foreign Office spokeswoman 


said: ’They agreed the Israeli policy on settlements was a serious! 

;. They hoped .the Israeli policy woulift 


obstacle to the peace process, 
be changed.” 


Baker’s wife visits Masada fortress 


TEL AVIV (AP) — While Secretary of State James Baker was 
meeting with Israeli leaders Monday, his wife visited the ancient 
fortress of Masada. Susan Baker said she had spiritual roots in 
Judaism and wanted to visit the mountaintop stronghold because it 
was a symbol of the Jews’ yearning for freedom. Israel Radio said. 
Masada, in the desert in eastern Israel, is where the Ia& Jewish 
rebels against Roman rule held out for three years and committed 
mass suicide in 73 A.D. rather than submit to slavery. Today its 
rains are a shrine. Mrs. Baker arrived by helicopter and spent two 
hours viewing the ruins winch include a complex of palaces built by 
King Herod. She also visited the northern palace, climbing up and 
down 189 steps. Asked about her husband's efforts to broker 
Arab-Israel peace, she said there were cfifficulties but much hope, 
the radio said. 
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mm 32. Aqaba 36. Humidity trarijny: 
Amman 30 per cent, Aqaba 36 per 
cent. 
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632785. 

St. Joseph Charcb Td. 624590. 
CM of Ite A nua a di t h m Td. 

637440. 

De la Sab Cfaunh Td. 661757 


Meteorology. 

Gradual drop in te mp e ratu res wffl 
take place and winds wffl be north- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
wfll be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MmJmax. temp. 

Amman 18/30 

Aqaba 23/36 

Stoats 17/34 

Jordan Valley 21/35 

Yesterday's Ugh temperatures: Am- 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yonaef Sammonr — 615648 

Dr. Kha&d Mu'adcfi 743500 

Dr. Abdnl Wabab Awad - 846070 

Dr-BamamKaradsbeh 796200 

Fnasphamnaqr ... 661912 

Perdows pharmacy 778336 

AJAscma pharmacy ....... ..637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy ........ ... 636730 

Yattub pharmacy 644945 

Shmrismi pharmacy 637660 

nffiDh 

Dr. MazenJourieh '(— ) 

AlSharaa" pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQAt 

Dr.Hfcham AlSharibati ( — ) 

Khafifeb pharmacy ............... 985417 


Food Control Centre ..... 637111 

GvD Defence Department — 661111 
Qvfl Defence ImmwBaie 

Rescue. 630341 

Owl Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue FoBce ..>.192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pobec 843402 

Traffic PdQoe 896390 

Pabfc Security DcputOKU 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Comptemts ... 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Compbmls 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Comphunb 787111 

Telephone Information 

( jj ffCWty M f i SMBfff ) .... 121 

Overseas Cafe 010230 

Central Amman Tel e ph one 

Repairs -,...623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs .....661101 

JottSanTdevisioii ... ....... 773111 

Radio Jordan ................ 774111 

Water Authority — 660100 

Jordan Electririty Authority M . 8156 IS 


Electric Pknrar 

Company — 6 36381 

RJ Flight Information 06-53200 

Queen AUalntL Airport 08-53200 


Ftinm Sanaa Hmpinr. 

Greek Cttbofcl 
IlnAINdca] 

AQABA: 

PriBccmTbyaHaqxtal (03)314111 


Otlrar Flights (Terminsl 2) 


14*0 Sanaa (I Y> 

MdS ...CmofMS) 

iw* — Benghazi (LN) 

21s4» Karachi (PK) 

2K * : - PWtKAFTj 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre — 
Kbafidi Maternity, J. Amn . 
AJatefa Maternity, J. Amn.. 
Jabal Amman Maternity — 
Mamas. J. Amman .......... 

Palestine. Shmriw rri 

Shmcaani Hospital .. 

ur ----- 


The Islamic, 

Al- AML AbdaE 

Italian. Al-M ahij iaea 

Al*Baahir,J. Ashratieh 

Army, Maria ........... 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Arad Hospital 

ZAKQA: 

ZatqaGovt. 

Zarqa National 
fboSmaT 
Al (On Modem Hospital 

rank 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
....642362 
....636140 
. 664171/4 
....669131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666122/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
....674155 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


71w information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information dcprT- 
meotat the Queers ASa htemmomS 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Bern ... 
1330 ... 


1&80 


*40 ... 

32M ... 

Tripkn, Damascus (RJ) 

MnuRons 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tonnlnal 1) 

1248 „ 
12s4» „ 

iffnhtltRI) 

12s45 

13d5 „ 

Ametodam, NewYoA fo}) 

2fc39 ana 

Cototisbo/Rji 


Uppcjfkmtt price m 

Apple 

ffBflartl rr- l r-i l ,ii..| 


'Si 


CanfiBower 

Gumbeqf 
Cucumber* < 


.NcwDdfaii 

2li0» Dhahnsl 

2kM RiyKfcj 


Oatfic 

Grapes ............ 

’ffi W flfgp rn ) ^ 

Lemon (ydkyw) 

Marrow ftargej 

M anowttnaflV 

Okra “* — 


Ms3l, 


Jeddah I 



2U15 — Abu Dubai, Dubai j 

' 21d» .. U „ MI . 

2230 


m- — » 

ItAUlOr unit 


Pepper 




(09)990990 


IMS Dubai, Abu Dhabi ( 

IfcM Doha, Bahrain ( 

OM — New York, Ams te rdam! 
IMt .. n .....u..^.. wh ,Qoo 


Potato 




Other Rights (Tarralnal 2) Sage 


Sweet rack* ... 


«fcl5 


■Wna(ME> WatomefaT l'~;~ 


& 
500/450 
. 490/400 
, 550/450 
,150/ 100 
, 280/220 
. 180/ 120 
, 320/280 
-230 / 200 
KUO/ 900 
. 900 / 800 
. 220/169 
„ 350/300 
,200/150 
, 380 / 320 
. 900 / 800 
f 250/200 
,400 / 350 
. 700/600 
. 200/400 
. 240/180 

. 380/330 
. 300 / 250 
. 600/500 
. 300/240 
... 130/80 
. 138/ 30 
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Iranian official 
concludes talks 
with Jordanian 
officials 

.AMM AN (Pete) — The Iranian 
foreign minister’s advisor and 
head of tile. Foreign Ministry ’ s 
. Middle East- Department 
Mohammad Kazem Tuesday 
wound up a three-day official visit 
to Jordan during which he deli- 
vered a message from Iranian 
President Hashemi Rafeanjani 
dealing with bilateral relations 
and the latest developments in 
the region. 

The Iranian- official also held 
talks with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minster Tahn Masri, Speaker of 
the Lower House of Partfament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat and other 
senior Jordanian officials. 

He also deemed a message to 
Dr. Arabiyat from Ids Iranian 
co u nt e rp a rt. Sheikh Mahdi Kar- 
roo bi, who invited him to a con- 
ference on tbe Palestine question 
to be held in Tehran Oct. 19. 

In a statement Monday to the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra, 
following his meeting with Prince 
Hassan, Mr. Kazem said that iris 
meetings with Jordanian offi cials 
were held in a brotherly atmos- 
phere and that be had the chance 
to exchange with senior Jorda- 
nian officials views on various 
issues of concern to both Iran and 
Jordan. 

He said that the Palestine prob- 
lem was of special importance to 
his country and described it as the 
central issue of the whole Mamie 
nation. 

Mr. Kazem also said that his 
talks with Jordanian officials 
dealt with the consequences of 
the Gulf crisis cm the region. 


Group calls 
for lifting 
of embargo 
against Iraq 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Hie Jordan 
branch of the Arab Organisation 
for Human Rights (AO HR) 
Tuesday issued an appeal to die 
U.N. secretary general to work 
towards cancelling all U.N., 
Security Council resolutions 
which prevent the Iraqi people 
from obtaining food and medi- 
cine. 

“The United Nations ^com- 
mitted to enhance human rights 
through the Universal Dedara- 
tion of Human Rights and To 
uphold these rights under all cir- 
cumstances to ensure health and 
prosperity to mankind," said the 
appeal. 

“As long as the current econo- 
mic embargo on Iraq is depriving 
tbe civilian population of medi- 
cines and food, cansing the death 
of thousands of children and skk 
persons, the embargo should be 
terminated,” said the statement. 

It added that the Iraqi people 
in general and the Iraqi children 
in particular are suffering because 
of tbe emb a rgo, which is a crime 
against humanity. 

The statement said that in pre- 
venting Iraq from obtaining its 
needs of food and medicine, the 
United Nations has violated its 
own charter and international 
laws. 

The appeal called on all. world 
organisations to work towards 
rescinding all resolutions that 
prevent medicine and food from 
reaching the Iraqi people and 
tuged world organisations to sup- 
port moves aimed at lifting the 
embargo. 



NEW EMERGENCY CENTRE:'— Health 

Minister MamdoohalAbbadl Tuesday opened the 
new pr emises of the first aid and emergency 
centre at Bashir Hospital. The new centre is 
equipped vkh the latest and most modern equip- 
ment in the Middle East. It Indudes four 
emergency oper a ti o ns theatres and an emergency 
hospital capable ot accommodating 112 beds. la a 
after the opening ceremony. Dr. 


Abbadi said the centre wffl serve as a nudeus for a 
first aid and emergency hospital, which wffl 
provide medical services to all cM — from 
various parts of Jordan. Attending the opening 
ceremony were Minister of Tourism and Anti- 
quities Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti and Minister of 
Pnbfic Works and Housing Saad Hayd AJ Srour 
(Petra photo) 


Jordanian- Yemeni committee 
to discuss expansion of trade 


AMMAN (J.T.) — , The higher 
joint Jordanian- Yemeni Commit- 
tee is cfaie to open its annual 
meeting in Amman Sunday under 
the co-chairmanship of Prime 
Ministers Taher Masri of Jordan 
and Haidar Abu Baker Al Artas 
of Yemen, according to an offi- 
cial announcement here Tuesday. 

The joint committee will dis- 
cuss bilateral cooperation in agri- 
culture, energy, transport, com- 
munications, culture, industry, 
trade and education, according to ■ 
the announcement. 

It said a Yemeni delegation led 
by the country’s Minister of 
Supply and Trade, Fadel Muhsen 
Abdullah, is doe here Wednesday 
to take part in a joint committee 
meeting that would prepare for 
the higher committee parley on 
Sunday. 

The higher committee last held 
its meeting in Sanaa when ques- 
tions related to joint cooperation 



Taher Masri 

in the aforementioned fields were 
discussed. 

Upon the conclusion of the 
Sanaa meetings, it was 
announced that the two tides 
concluded an agreeement on eco- 


nomic and trade exchanges, on 
holding a Jordanian industrial ex- 
hibition in Sanaa mid on increas- 
ing the number of Jordanian 
teachers employed in Yemeni 
schools to reach 1,000 during 
1991. 

Also, according to the agree- 
ment Jordanian doctors and en- 
gineers would be sent to Yemen 
to work in various establish- 
ments. 

Jordan and Yemen have been 
cooperating in many fields under 
the guidance of the higher joint 
committee including energy, elec- 
tricity', education and industrial 
and scientific research. 

Last May, a Yemeni delegation 
concluded talks with Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
officials on means of Yemen be- 
nefiting from Jordan’s expertise 
in the exploitation of natural gas 
at al Risheh fields for the purpose 
of generating electric power. 


Chile calls for implementation 
.of U.N. resolutions, reaffirms 
friendly relations with Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Chilean 
embassy, on the eve of the South 
American ' country's independ- 
ence day, Tuesday issued a press 
release reaffirming the strong 
friendly relations between Jordan 
and Chile and restating its sup- 
port for the implementation of 
UN. * Security Council resolu- 
tions concerning Palestine and 
the Arab-Israeti conflict. 

“In connection with the Arab- 
Isracli conflict and the Palestine 
question, Chile’s stand has been 
defined in accordance with - its 
traditional pacifist vocation and 
in the context of all norms of 
international law as well as the 
principles that constitute tbe base 


of the United Nations Charter," 
said tiw press release from the 


In this regard, it said, “Chile 
supports the peaceful and juridic- 
al resolution of international con- 
flicts and s u pports the interna- 
tional peace conference for the 
Middle East to be held in the 
coming mouth.” 

Tbe statement added that Chile 
does not accept territorial ac- 
quisition by means of force and 
supports the fall implementation 
of U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242, 338 and 425, which call 
for Israeli withdraw from territor- 
ies occupied since 1967 and 1982. 
Tbe , press release said that 


“Chile supports the right of the 
Palestinian people to self- 
determination and an indepen- 
dent and sovereign state, the 
territorial integrity of all the 
states -in the Middle East region 
including Israel and its right to 
have secure and internationally 
recognised borders." 

The press release voiced 
“Chile’s total condemnation of 
Israel’s settlement construction 
policy in the occupied Arab lands 
and stressed that Chile adheres to 
all the elements of the Geneva 
Conventions regarding the re- 
spect and protection of civilians 
in occupied land and in war 
time.” 


British official completes 
visit, says he better 
understands area’s problems 


By Saqer Aba Shattaf 

Petra 

AMMAN — Visiting British - 
deputy under-secretary of state 
for Middle East and African 
Affairs Patrick Fairweather 
concluded talks with Jordanian 
officials Tuesday saying he is 
now better informed about the 
situation in the region. 

“I have a much clearer pic- 
ture than before. 1 have ar- 
rived obviously not only at the 
position of the Jordanian gov- 
ernment but also of individual 
Jordanians because one of the 
good things about a visit like 
mine is that it provides oppor- 
tunities to meet a range of 
Jordanians and hear their 
views," Mr. Fairweather said. 

“Now I go away with a much ' 
clearer picture on tbe way 


problems of the region- are 
seen here in Jordan and I am 
grateful for that as it is a very 
useful thing,” said tbe British 
official in an exclusive inter- 
view with Petra following his 
meetings with Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ensour and the 
cfaaintaan of parliament’s Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee. 

At the meeting with Dr. 
Ensour, Mr. Fairweather was 
briefed on the developments in 
the region and cur re n t efforts 
for a settlement to tbe Pales- 
tine question. 

The chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee at the Low- 
er House of Parliament, 
Ahmad Innab, discussed with 
Mr. FUirweather questions re- 
lated to the projected peace 
^Conference in October and 


stressed Jordan's demands for 
a halt to settlements in the 
occupied Arab territories. 

“This is my first visit. 1 have 
come here of course in order to 
bear from Jordanian ministers 
and officials how Jordan sees 
the political situation in the 
region, possibilities of success- 
ful developments towards 
peace settlement and a solu- 
tion to the Palestine problem, 
Mr. Fairweather said. 

“My visit was well timed 
since U.S. Secretary of State 
James . Baker is in the region 
for tbe seventh time at tbe 
moment." he said. “I think 
that the United Kingdom, as a 
member of the European 
Community, sees itself as hav- 
ing an important role in sup- 


porting Mr. Baker’s peace in- 
itiative." 

Israel and the Palestinians 
should take the opportunity 
which is being offered by .the 
present initiative as soon as 
possible, he added. 

On his planned trip to the 
occupied territories, he said: “1 
am going in order to see the 
situation for myself in tbe 
occupied territories. I should 
go to Gaza for example, to 
Bethlemen and to meet a large 
number of Palestinians and 
obviously I will be talking first 
about the peace process.” 

Mr. Fairweather is due to 
visit the Nabatean city of Petra 
Wednesday before beading for 
the occupied territories Thurs- 
day. 



Abdul Karim Al 


Ministry to 
invalidate 
results of 
association’s 
elections 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour Abdul Karim Al Dughmi 
Tuesday said his ministry would 
not recognise tbe elections of the 
Jordanian Petrochemical Asso- 
ciation scheduled for Wednesday. 

Mr. Dughmi dted the associa- 
tion’s violation of an agreement 
concluded with workers in the 
pharmaceutical industries two 
days ago. Under the agreement, 
the association agreed to post- 
pone the elections for a month to 
allow for new subscribers and for 
collecting contribution from 
members. Mr. Dughmi said that 
the association’s decision to hold 
the elections Wednesday is a 
dear violation of the labour law. 

Defending his ministry against 
accusations levelled against it by 
the association, Mr. Dughmi said 
the accusation that the ministiy 
was interfering in their affairs were 
invalid because the ministry's re- 
sponsibility is restricted to the 
more supervision of such associa- 
tions without any interference. 
He stressed that the ministry has 
tbe right to monitor tbe associa- 
tions observance of the law. 


Parents, staff protest decision to 
transfer control of deaf centre 
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By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A ministerial de- 
cision to transfer tbe adminis- 
tration of a centre for the deaf 
from the Ministry of Health 
under tbe direct control of a 
government-run hospital on 
Sunday has caused an uproar 
among the centre’s benefi- 
ciaries and staff and prompted 
a protest action for two con- 
secutive days. 

The decision, which 
appeared to have caught die 
staff by surprise, stipulates that 
the centre will be under tbe 
c&rect control of the Ear, Nose 
and Throat (ENT) Unit of Al 
Bashir Hospital and the rela- 
tive independence which the 
centre had enjoyed would be 
curtailed through administra- 
tive procedures, making the 
bead of the centre answerable 
to the chief of the ENT depart- 
ment. 

In Htfit of the minister’s de- 
cision, Dr. Snbail Al Kayed, 
director-genera! of Al Bashir 
Hospital, Sunday also named 
Dr. Hashem Raja Masoad as 
director of the centre, replac- 
ing Manal Hamzeh, who in- 
formed tbe Jordan Times that 
she hs not been toW about the 


’ status of ho- new position at die 
centre. Dr. Masoudis an ENT 
specialist and has just com- 
pleted a course in anthology in 
Greece. 

• Health n w tifof e y Mamdouh 
Abbadi maintained that the 
decision to shift the National 
Speech and Hearing Centre 
from the Department of 
Medical Affairs to Al Bashir 
Hospital was administrative 
and efid not imply any fun- 
demental change in its func- 
tions. 

However, staff and many* 
parents whose children depend 
on the services of the centre 
(fisagreed. They said govern- 
ment bureaucracy would ham- 
per work at the centre and 
depriwthe patients of the effi- 
dent and prompt services they 
have been used to over tins past 
four yean. 

Some of the parents who 
were present during a sit-in in 
front of the centre Sunday said 
they were distressed with the 
new decision and felt that the 
centre and its current adminis- 
tration had been doing a good 
.job in serving the needs of foe 
community. 

“Many children depend on 
the centre and the care that 


they receive there from every- 
one,” said Taghreed Yousef 
Jaber, a mother of three deaf 
children aged 19, 17 and 10. “I 
don’t know if I can stfll trust it 
as much as before with this 
change in (status and) adminis- 
tration.” 

The centre is one of the few 
government-run organisations 
that employ the physically 
handicapped. One fou rth of 
the staff here are handicapped, 
yet they are well framed to do 
their jobs, said audiologist 
Hamzeh, the former director. 

Najah Nureddine Tafaq, 27, 
who is mute, has been an 
employee at the centre for the 
past two years. Usng ago lan- 
guage, Ms. Tafeq expressed 
anger and frustration at the 
“sodden” ministerial decision 
that she fears will effect the 
status of her colleagues and 
herself. 

But in a telephone interview 
with the Jordan Tones, Dr. 
Abbadi insisted that die deci- 
sion was “purely administra- 
tive,” and that the newly 
appointed dire c t or of tbe cen- 
tre, Dr. Masoud, is well qual- 
ified as a doctor and audiolog- 
ist to ran tbe centre and main- 
tain its services to tbe public. 


Organisations offer to help returnees 


AMMAN (Petra) — Returnees 
Welfare Committee sources' said 
Tuesday charitable and voluntary 
societies operating in Jordan have 
expressed their readiness to ex- 
tend in-kind and cash assistance 
to tbe Jordanian expatriates re- 
turning borne from Kuwait. 

The sources said the assistance 
will be presented to the returnees 
through the government- 
■ appointed Returnees Welfare 
Committee and tbe director of 
the Social Development Depart- 
ment in the Kingdom’s various 
governorates. 

The societies, which voiced 
readiness to help the expatriates, 
include the Near East Cbuncfl of 
Churches, CARE Organisation 


for Relief Works and the Near 
East Establishment, according to 
the sources. *- 

Salameh Hammad, chair man' 
of the committee, said about 
300,000 people have returned to 
Jordan, straining the country’s 
essential services. He said the 
committee is facing problems 
dealing with this huge task. 

The Ministry of Planning said 
Sunday that tbe influx of ex- 
patriates has increased the King- 
dom’s population by about 10 per 
cent. Planning Minister Sad 
Fariz said that tbe country would 
need at least $4.5 billion within 
the next five years to absorb and 
settle the returnees. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ An exhibition of naive painting from Germany at Abdul 
Hawed Shown Foundation Gallery. 

fr Exhibition of paintings by Omar Bawd at the French Guttural 
Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of ofl pahtfiitgs and ceramics by Iraqi artiste Nadfem 
Muhsen, Halim Mahdi and Haider Al Maarouf at Hotel Jordan 

IirtMwnlimnital . 

* Art exhibitkn by Jordanian artist Salam Kansan at the Royal 
Guttural Centre’s E xhib ition HaL 

☆ Art exhibition by Huda Khasrouf Mndbir at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 


Seminar to discuss possible 
solutions to water shortage 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Utilising 
modern technology to help meet 
the Kingdom’s needs of water for 
drinking, industrial and agricultu- 
ral purposes will be discussed at a 
seminar which will open here 
Wednesday at the Amman Plaza 
Hotel with Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Thabet 
Al Taber presiding. 

Tbe seminar, organised by the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS), 
will focus attention on the de- 
stination of Red Sea water in 
Aqaba using renewable energy to 
help obtain new water resources 
for Jordan’s needs. The se minar 
^ organised in cooperation with 
the Italian Desert Consultants 
Ltd. add Termo Mechanica and 
Cesen, according to the RSS 
statement. 

It said that tbe Desert Consul- 
tants and their Italian partners 
will submit a proposal for the 
desalination of Red Sea water to 
meet the growing req ui rem eu s of 



Thabet Al Taher 

the Aqaba region. 

There is a great deal of concern 
in Jordan over the future of water 
availability and it is widiely 
accepted that the problem cannot 
be solved without cooperation 
among the region’s countries. 


Water authority Director 
Mutazz Al Bilbeisi told the Jor- 
dan Times last week that Jordan 
has been living on the so-called 
red line for tbe past three years 
and the situation was not bright 
for tbe future. 

Mr. Bilbeisi said that desalina- 
tion of Red Sea water was one of 
the options for new resources but 
that the project would be very 
expensive. Other alternatives in- 
clude drawing water from the 
Disi region in the south, which is 
also very costly. 

In August last year, the Minis- 
ter of Water and Irrigation 
Daond Khalaf announced that 
the present water shortages can 
be overcome through developing 
new water resources, including 
desalination and water importa- 
tion. 

He said that the prospect for 
Jordan resorting to such projects 
will increase as the year 2000 
draws nearer. 



OLYMPIC QUEST BEGINS — The Jordan 
■atonal soccer team was flown to Bahrain to 
partk^iate hi the prelim mantes of the 15192 
Bjurcekota Olympic Games. Other countries parti- 


cipating in the pre liminar ies, which will be bdd 
between Sept. 17-27, include Saudi Arabia, 
Babrafai and Sri Ijmka. The Jordanian h-h« is 
sponsored fry Royal Jordanian Airlines. 


Officials call for training of 
Jordanians to fill future market needs 


AMMAN (Petra) — A two day 
seminar called to review Jordan's 
needs of workers in the industrial 
sector and services sectors be- 
tween 1991 and 1993 issued a set 
of recommendations here Tues- 
day, stressing the importance of 
training as a major element con- 
tributing to the promotion of 
Industrial production. 

1 A statement issued at the end- 
Of the final meeting urged con- 
cerned authorities and public sec- 
tor institutions to create what it 
called “training units within their 
institutions and to allocate 
sufficient funds and budgets for 
such activities. 

The statement also voiced tbe 
seminar's stress on the need to 
intensify information campaigns 
designed to encourage Jordanian 


women to delve into non- 
traditional fields of work. 

It said special legislations 
should be introduced to open the 
way for women to do any jobs. 
Women sometimes decline to 
take certain jobs doe to the lack 
of proper facilities to encourage 
them to enter such endeavours, 
the statement said. 

Training is an investment 
which is required to promote 
industry, it added. 

Most of the institutions co- 
vered in the survey conducted by 
the Vocational Training Centre 
(VTC) have expressed a willing- 
ness to start training courses to 
the local labour market, the state- 
ment noted. 

The statement urged the VTC 
to conduct a study on the pros- 


pect of setting up a special team 
to deal with the question of main- 
tenane and other services related 
to industrial projects before dar- 
ing and after the establishment of 
any industry. 

The seminar called on the VTC 
to develop its training system to 
allow for on-the-job- training 
courses, a process that would 
involve various labour unions . 

According to VTC Director 
General Ahmad Atwan, the sur- 
vey, conducted every five years, 
aims at defining the labour mar- 
ket’s needs of workers and expan- 
sions in industrial fields. The 
survey, which covered 1,510 
firms, gave details about the 
number of non-Jordanian work- 
ers employed in various com- 
panies and firms. 


Jordanian ambassador takes up 
post as representative io ALECSO 


TUNIS (PetTa) — Jordan's 
ambassador to Tunisia, Haidar 

r rihoud, Tuesday presented 
credential as permanent rep- 
nBefttative to the Arab League 
Educational, Cultural and Scien- 
tific Or ganisati on (ALECSO) to 
JtLECSO’s director general, 
ftusari Al Rawi. 

Mr. Mahmoud said that Jordan 
wbt one of the first countries 
which believed in the importance 
of cultore and its active role in the 
fife of nation. Jordan’s keen in- 
terest in culture and support for it 
Ms embodied since foe time of 
the late King Abdullah Ibn Al 
Hussein, founder of the Hasbe- 
a rife Kingdom of Jordan, who 
csfehfished the first Arab cultural 
ia bis court, Mr. Mahmoud 


Mr. Mahmoud added that Jor- 
dan’s belief in unity is still : 
despite all obstacles and 
ties feeing the country. He noted 
that despite the feet that most 
roads were blocked in the face of 
our Arab nation, the road of 
culture was not and will not be 
blocked as long as we share the 
one language of the Koran — the 


Arabic language. 

Dr. Rawi praised Jordan’s role 
in establishing ALECSO and its 
continuous support for it. He 
thanked King Hussein and tbe 
government of Jordan for their 
contribution to the education 
field and lauded Jordan's 
achievements in the areas of sci- 
ence and culture. 


Furnished Super Deluxe 
(American style) Villa 
For Rent 


Consisting of 5 bedrooms, 4 sitting rooms, 4 bathrooms, 2 
kitchens, tennis room, bar, garage for car and garden. 
Italian and Turkish furniture. 

Location: Tla’a Al Aii. 

Tel.: 674815 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 

By Randolph Ryan 
Boston Globe 

THE ISRAELI government and the Israeli lobby in tbe U.S. have 
apparently decided to plunge Americans Into a Mideast policy 
debate that the Bash administration and most me mbers of 
Congress would have p re f erred to avoid. 

Tbe religious Action Centre of Reform Judaism has reportedly 
asked rabbis to use thb week’s high holy days to'orge pressure on 
Congress and the White House hi support of a demand tor $10 
bflHon in loan guarantees to subsidise a massive housing program- 
me. 

The housing programme is effectively targeted ou tbe disputed 
territories — the West Bank and Gaza — which have been under 
Israeli mffitary occupation since the 1967 war. 

Tbe pos se ssion of these territories, indndmg East Jerusalem, is 
the bone of contention between Palestinians nad Jews, Arabs mid 
hradfa. The fate of the te rritori es was. In theory, to be decided at a 
forthcoming U.S.-faadud peace conference. The call for loan 
guarantees Is a pr ee m pt ive strike. 

Atthoogh President M has asked leaden in Congress to defer 
consideration of tbe Israeli request, their answer Is not yet dear. 

Instead of becoming sidetracked in a myriad of who-shot-Johns, 
Americans have to keep track of tbe basics. The Israeli government 
is frying to moot tbe peace process by swallowing and digesting tbe 
desirable parts of the disputed 'territories. That land grab is 
already far advanced. But it has been thrown into o vet d ri ve since 
tbe Gulf war because of the threat of a peace settlement that might 
stop tt. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli government issues petulant threats about 
what it win do if It does not get its way. The behaviour of Jerusalem 
resembles tbe acting oat of a spoiled driM. 

The d emand for an hnmpdtato $io bffliou is an fagnhmg power 
play as well as the latest to a series of torpedoes aimed at nuking 
tbe peace conference by eanang the Palestinians to drop oat. But 
the Bnsfa administration is in a difficult situation because, until 
now, it has been permissive of previous Israefi acting out (for 

rownpIPj awa iti ng Hi. rMlrnlnnii lourfi sti pnbrtW i that turarf wffl 

have a veto over tbe Palestinian negotiators). 

American politics has long been overwhelmingly pro-Israeli for a 
combination of strategk_reasons and .cultural and blood ties. 
Although little by little the strategic arguments for hutfag Israel 
have become less compellingj7TJ.S- opmiba has not caught up to the 

n m m* r to which the situatio n has CftHged. 

Israel desperately needs Wmwwfa* support for many reasons — 
above all, to settle the expected influx of Soviet Jews. But it merits 
tint s uppor t only if its pofides are m baste ag r ee ment with UJS. 
objectives. 

Ufa ttane Israel wants to take UJS. support and use it to defeat 
UJS. policy by swallowing the West Bank. The Palestinians are 
weak and they know it. In terms of power, they can in the short 
term be brushed aside and ignored. 

But if the U.S. is sincere about establishing a Just Mideast peace, 
one remotely worthy of being part of a new world order, there 
must be a tote negotiations. Ia the me a ntim e, set tl eme n ts must 
stop. 

The powerful grass-roots support for Israel may stffl exist, but 
increasingly it has Its basis in ignorance of the situation. The 
periodic headtines generated by the intifada do not begin to do 
justice to the evolving ugliness of Israeli policy in tbe West Bank 
and Gaza, or to the preposterous scoflBaw nature of the Shamte 
govermnent’s ne goti atin g strategy. 

In the battle tor American public opinion in the weeks ahead, 
two points are essential: The natoteness of Israeli policy and the 
existence of American leverage. 

Many Americans, mdmfing many Jews, are dismayed at the 
path Israel has taken. The assumption that aB American Jews 
think afike and t he re fo re wffl aatomattealy dose ranks about the 
aqjust potictes of the Israeli government is basteaBy an anti-Semitic 
assumption. K should be buried. 

Randolph Ryan is a member of the Globe staff. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

WE do not believe that world Zionism, with its open defiance and 
insults levelled at the U.S. administration, can step President 
Bush and his secretary of state from pursuing their efforts to find a 
solution to the Arab- Israeli conflict, said A1 Ra’i Arabic dally 
Tuesday. One reason for that is that the Jewish votes in the U.S. 
presidential elections were not behind tbe arrival of president 
Bush at tiie White House; another is that the Israelis cannot do 
without the huge military and financial aid to Israel enabling it to 
consolidate its hold on Arab land, the paper said. It said that 
President Bush has showed his keennes on prusuing his peace 
efforts and directed warnings to the Israelis who in return accused 
him of being a liar. It should be noted that the warnings to Israel 
did not come from a president who bas tasted defeat nor from a 
man begging support from the Jews or facing internal, but rather 
from a statesmen wishing to impose a new world order that would 
guarantee the international legitimacy, the paper pointed out. It 
said that if Washington fails to implement this legitimacy, which 
can ensure the national rights of the Palestinian people, the 
United States and President Bush himself will be the main losers. 
This, the paper said, would make Mr. Bush look as if be had 
launched the aggression on Iraq not as be had claimed to 
implement the international legitimacy, but to achieve personal 
gains and only ensure tbe interests of his own country. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily cast doubts on American peace 
moves and said that the U.S. president is not a personality that 
can be trusted in the Arab World. We can not find one single 
reason for believing the American president about his so-called 
love for peace and his adherence to tbe international legitimacy, 
said Bader Abdul Haq. The columnist said that President Bush 
had allowed himself to adopt two kinds of international legitima- 
cy: one for the Arab, on whom he bad unleashed his forces, 
attacking Iraq for occupying Kuwait, and the other related to 
Israel’s occupation of Arab land for a quarter of a century 
allowing the Jewish state to disregard U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338. The writer said that President Bush did 
not only allow Israel to set up settlements on confiscated Arab 
lands, but had also financed this illegal action and is helping tbe 
Jewish state fulfill its dream of creating a greater Israel. The U.S. 
president bas allowed and continues to allow the Soviet Jews to 
emigrate to Israel and to settle on occupied land at a time when he 
claims that Washington can do nothing to put an end to Israel’s 
atrocities and occupation of Arab territory, the writer added. 


Economic Forum 



Laws are made to break 


The devaluation of the Jordanian dinar was the most disastrous 
economic policy measure in the history of Jordan and most 
probably will remain so. It is not that this measure was taken in 
bad faith or that currency devaluation is erroneous in nature but 
there has to be the right environment for it to work as planned 
and desired. Such an environment is usually available in advanced 
countries but not in developing ones. Consequently, ex- 
perimenting with this economic "devise” in developing countries 
is more like dealing with a time bomb by an amateur. Most 
commonly, the bomb explodes with devastating effects. 

Correspondingly, the stabilisation of the exchange rate of the 
Jordanian dinar was one of tbe most remarkable achievements of 
Jordan it derives its significance particularly from the fact that it 
was accomplished without expen ding much foreign exchange, not 
even the very meagre foreign exchange reserves which were still 
available to the Central Bank of Jordan when the present 
Governor M. S_. Nabulsi took over in early 1989. The trick was 
very simple but powerful. The devaluation undermined the 
confidence of the dealers and savers in the dinar and precipitated 
a massi ve move of hinds out of it. One way or another. Dr. 
Nabulsi managed to restore that confidence through convincing 
the public that the monetary policy is serious about maintaining 
the stability of the dinar, admittedly after he bad banked very well 


on the confidence of people in him personally. 

Every now and then the question is raised regarding how tang 
die dinar win maintain its stability. Conservative views, based on 
the factual levels of Jordan's foreign exchange reserves, suggest 
that the dinar win be secure for around 18 months. Other views, 
based additionally on the potential inflows of foreign currencies, 
raise the figure to 24-30 months. Our viewpoint is that these 
predictions are accurate but stiH not relevant. Tbe dinar will be 
stable as long as the pre-mentioned confidence is maintained. 
Now, confidence in what? The answer is in the totality of our 
economic policy with its main brandies: monetary, fiscal and 
commercial pofides. 

In the present state of affairs, what Jordan crucially needs is the 
confidence of saver s and investors in the seriousness and 
commitment of our economic policy to the cause of economic 
pr o gr ess. In practical terms, this commitment most imbelatedly 
be translated into a noticeable improvement in the investment 
dimate. 

As our economic poGcy managers are working now on what is 
presumably a refined investment strategy, let us recall one or two 
basic points. To be effective, an investment strategy must 
encourage not only foreign investment but also, domestic oik. It 
also must not cater for a specific category or categories of projects 



Arab hopes ride on U.S. 
determination over Israeli loan 


By James Anderson 

Reuter 

DAMASCUS — Arab hopes for 
a Middle East peace settlement 
rest largely on one question: Will 
the United States muster tbe poli- 
tical will to use the influence over 
Israel its massive aid could buy? 

The answer, in Arab eyes, has 
for decades been "not yet” and 
possibly “never”. 

President George Bush’s strug- 
gle with Israel and its supporters 
in the U.S. Congress over $10 
bilKon in loan guarantees for the 
Jewish state is now a touchstone 
for all sides. 

Commenting on the loan 
guarantees row, Syria's ruling 
party said in its newspaper, Al 
Baatb, on Monday that "this 
increasing dispute will soon 
spread out to affect peace efforts. 
If the interests of tire American 
people win the day over tbe 
Zionist lobby's blackmail, a big 
push for the peace process will be 
achieved, isolating Israel and 
stressing its continued enmity to 


justice.” 

Momentum towards an Arab- 
Israeli peace conference which 
UJS. Secretary of State James 
Baker generated in six post-Gulf 
war trips to tbe region stems 
largely from the notion (hat 
things may after all change. 

Mr. Bush who says Washington 
had so far this year provided 
Israel with four billion dollars in 
aid, threatened on Thursday to 
veto the loan guarantees if Con- 
gress passed them before a peace 
conference convenes in October. 

Israel needs tbe guarantees to 
raise cash to help absorb hundreds 
of thousands of Soviet Jews but 
Mr. Bush wants tbe discussion 
delayed for four months because 
it might undermine his drive to 
bring Arabs to tbe conference 
table. 

Up till Mir. Bush's intervention 
on Thursday, most of tbe issues in ■ 
Mr. Baker’s peace mission had 
gone Israel’s way. 

Israel has not committed itself 
to trading land for peace, the 
underlying theme of the Bush 


administration's policy. Nor has it 
checked its settlement of Jews In 
Arab territories captured in 1967. 

Its assertion .of a right of veto 
over the choice of Palestinian 
representatives stands. Washing- 
ton has not endorsed it but U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
has dearly been doing his best to 
find a formula that would satisfy 
the Israelis. 

Nor has Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, budged in his 
refusal to include any Palestinian 
from Jezusahn — a stand symbo- 
lising his insistence that be will 
never rfiscuss the holy city’s fu- 
ture with the Arabs. 

On tbe other hand, Israel has 
accepted tbe Soviet Union as a 
co-sponsor of the conference, a 
concession of doubtful import- 
ance because of political turmoil 
in Moscow and the collapse of its 
position as a superpower able to 
support Arab aspirations. 

It has also agreed to have the 
United Nations and the Euro- 
pean Community as observers at 
the proposed peace conference. 


but only as a brief first step 
before one-on-one negotiations 
with individual Arab states. 

One-on-one meetings — with 
no outsiders who might support 
Arab views — are the forum that 
Israel has long wanted. Washing- 
ton has won agreement from the 
Arab states that tbe larger meet- 
ing would reconvene only with 
the approval of all parties, mean- 
ing Israel would bold a veto. 

Could a conference convened 
on such terms produce a land-for- 
peace settlement ending more 
than four decades of Arab-Israefi 
conflict? 

If the Arabs think it can it is 
only because Mr. Baker has led 
thou to hope for U.S. press u re to 
wring concessions from Israel. 

Those hopes were born from a 
shakeup of regional alliances re- 
snl ting from the end of tbe cold 
war and Arab — most notably 
Syrian — support for the U.S.-fed 
alliance in the Gulf war. 

Mr. Bush’s veto threat w£Q be a 
vital test 


Central Asia eyed as new regional power bloc 


By Patrick Worsnip 

Reuter 

TEHRAN — Central Asia, 
ancient stamping ground of Gen- 
ghis Khan and Tamerlane's con- 
quering hordes, is taking on new 
significance because of the steady 
disintegration of the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

The prospect is opening up of 
closer cooperation between a belt 
of non-Arab Muslim countries 
stretching from Turkey through 
Iran to Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
Soviet central Asian republics 
like Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

Any idea of the steppes and 
mountains developing into a new 
regional power bloc is at present 
just a gjeam in tbe eye of strateg- 


Bnt die idea of at least closer 
economic finks in the region was 
raised dnring a visit to Tehran last 
week by Pakistan’s President 
Gholam Ishaq Khan, the first by 
a Pakistani bead of state since 
Iran’s 1979 Islamic revolution. 

A grouping already exists — 
the Economic Cooperation Orga- 
nisation (ECO), finking Turkey, 
Iran and Pakistan. 

It has achieved little so tor. “It 
reminds me a bit of the Euro- 
Arab dialogue,” said one West- 
ern diplomat “If s a great idea. 


but let’s not get too specific.” 

But ECO will hold its first 
summit on November 23. Trade 
and joint ventures will be high on 
the agenda, officials say. 

Asked about the possibility of a 
larger grouping emerging, 
stretching north into Soviet Cen- 
tral Asia, Pakistan’s Foreign 
Secretary Shaharyar Khan told 
reporters: “I think thw is some- 
thing we have always felt was 
necessary, fear the Islamic coun- 
tries to cooperate more closely. 
With developments in Central 
Asia ... the basic foundation of 
cooperation is there in ECO. We 
want to strengthen it.” 

There are some big question 
marks — the Soviet Central 
Asian republics, while seeking 
greater independence, have yet 
to cut themselves loose from 
Moscow. 

Officials quoted Mr. Ishaq 
Khan as telling Iranian President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjam it was 
now certain the republics would 
seek stronger ties with their, 
southern neighbours, but one 
Pakistani analyst sauLv“The mes- 
sage we are getting from them is 
to go slow on recognition. They 
say they will still retain dose 
economic links with Russia.” 

Afghanistan, too, is an un- 


known quantity, despite progress 
towards ending 13 years of civil 
war there with a United Nations 
push for a settlement and a U.S.- 
Soviet agreement last Friday to 
stop arms supplies to the govern- 
ment and guerrillas by January. 

Pakistan and Iran, giving sanc- 
tuary to millioiis of Afghan re- 
fugees will have nothing to do 
with Kabul until the war ends and 
the present Soviet-backed gov- 
ernment is replaced by one they 
find acceptable. Afghan Presi- 
dent Najibullah offered the rebels 
a ceasefire on Sunday. 

Pakistan, a key supporter of 
the guerrillas gave guarded sup- 
port to the arms cot-off. 

Officials quoted Mr. Rafsan- 
jani as telling Mr. Tsh?q Khan 
that, given the uncertainties, the 
-two countries should “safeguard 
their own interests before 
reaching into relationships with 
central’ Asia.” 

The main focus of last week’s 
talks was therefore on improving 
tbe poor road and rail finks. Plans 
were discussed for Pakistan to 
built railway tracks in Iran that 
would ultimately give Islamabad 
a rafl fink to Europe. 

All the countries of the region 
are weak economically. Iran is a 
major cnl producer but has been 
ravaged by war as has Afgbams- 


Wcstem diplomats were also 
sceptical that a regional grouping 
could go far politically — “it’s a 
useful forum for communication, 
but none of tbe countries wants 
the others to* dominate,” one 
said. 

“The last dung Pakistan wants 
is for the influence of Ayatollah 
Khomeini (tbe late Iranian re- 
volutionary leader) to spread in 


Shiite Masthra are the dominant 
sect In Iran but form only a 
minority in Pakistan. 

Pakistani analysts said a streng- 
thened Central Asian bloc could 
form a counterweight to the 
Arabs in die Islamic World. 

If it ever developed, it could 
.also prove worrying to India, 
which is mainly Hindu bat 1ms a 
large Muslim minority and is 
embroiled in a dispute with Pakis- 
tan over Kashmir. 

Some of the countriesjpovolved 
have other ties to consider. Iran is 
anxious to joint Arab states in 
future security arrangements in 
the Gulf, following the war over 
Kuwait. 

Turkey is a staunch member of 
NATO and sees its mam econo- 
mic interest in jommg.the Euro- 
pean Community. 


or activities. Invarifaly. aB rovesunente matter; econ om i c prog- 
ress is a fraction of the performance of each and away mal 
throughout the aatiomi economy. Id advanced ecowwms, each 
and every sector or mbfector is advanced; othenrise it wffi 
impede the movement of the whole economy and eavtm 
growt h . 

Taxes are another crucial factor in die formula of encou ra ge- 
ment of in ve stm ent policy not only in the stiuqjhtfar wiatl setacof 
depressing tbe return on capital but also of rating die investment- 
worthiness of the country. When the income tax rate, in Jordan 
for example, reaches as high as 50 per cent exceeds that to 55 per 
cent in certain instances, we will have a situation where the state 
actually owns aB enter pris es on equal footing with their real 
owners. In this case, it is banlly justifiable to Ufa ab out a free 
economy based on private ownership. Investors win notice that 
and downrate Jordan accordingly, no matter what we say in tbe 
way of intentions, press releases and public announcements and 
even irrespective of what we write in our legislations. Tbe recent 
attempt of the government in tbe Senate to caned tax exemptions 
given to tbe Housing Bank, and thereby to Arab investors. who 
own more than SO per cent of tbe bank, serves a very dear notice 
to all investors that we might wipe whatever we write in our laws. 


Sweden’s Social 
Democrats bow 
out after defeat, 
leaving vacuum 


By Tony Austin 
Reuter 

STOCKHOLM — Sweden’s So- 
cial Democrats, soundly defeated 
in a general election after almost 
60 years of political domination, 
resigned from government cm 
Monday leaving behind a power 
vacuum. 

Voters delivered a stinging re- 
buff to the Social Democrats and 
their Leftist Party allies in the 
Sunday poll, without handing a 
dear mandate to any of the five 
non-socialist parties they elected 
to parliament. 

“It wrD be chaos. The Swedish 
people and wage-earners will 
have to pay for this.” Prime 
Minister Ingvar Carisson said af- 
ter announcing his government’s 
resignation. 

The social democrats and Lef- 
tists captured 154 of the 349 seats 
in the Riksdag Parliament,. 
against a combined 170 for a 
proposed coalition of Conserva- 
tives, Centre, Christian Demo- 
crats and liberals. 

New Democracy, a new right- 
wing party, held the remaining 25 
seats. 

Several newspapers and com- 
mentators said the result had 
sounded the death knell of a 
unique social system pioneered 
by tbe Social Democrats, known 
as the Swedish model. 

Funded by the highest tax bur- 
den in tire Western world, it 
provides citizens with a cradle to 
grave welfare system — including 
free health care, more than a year 
of fully paid parental leave and a 
generous public pension plan. 

“The Swedes have seen that 
the third way between commun- 
ism and capitalism leads only to 
an economic morass and a lack of 
freedom,” Danish Foreign Minis- 
ter Uffe Ellemann- Jensen, a 
Liberal, said on Danish Radio. 

Norway’s prime minister. 
Labour Party leader Gro Harlem 
Brunddand, deplored the elec- 
tion outcome mid said Sweden 
would now become as difficult to 
govern as her country. 

' 

“The Swedish bourgeois par- 
ties appear to have a dear major- 
ity. But they are only united in 
opposition — we will see whether 
they can work together in govern- 
ment,” she said. 


The conservative Swedish daily 
Svenska Dagbladet said it was the 
end of an era. "Since 1932, the 
Social Democrats have domin- 
ated Swedish politics. As a result 
of yesterday's election result, this 
era has ended,” ir said in a 

leader. 

In France, tbe left-wing paper 
Liberation compared the Swedish 
model favourably with what it 
described as the economic liberal- 
ism, tight monetary policies and 
high unemployment of Sweden's 
European neighbours. 

Pre-election opinion poUs had 
predicted a collapse in support 
for the Social Democrats and 
Leftists, buffeted by the winds of 
change in Eastern Europe and a 
political climate which favoured 
more market economy and less 
central controL 

But the soaring popularity of 
the Conservatives, Christian 
Democrats and right-wing New 
Democracy surprised many com- 
mentators. 

“It is the parties on the ex- 
treme right which gained. We 
conld be heading for a period of 
confrontation instead of converg- 
ence in politics.” Mr. Carisson 
said. 

Kent Asp, a media researcher 
at Gothenburg Uni v ersity, said 
voters had apparently punished 
the small liberal and centre par- 
ties for cooperating with tbe So- 
cial Democrats on some econo- 
mic issues. 

Centre Party leader Olof 
Johansson, one of the election's 
big losers, said: “We are witnes- 
sing an unprecedented polarisa- 
tion of politics in Sweden. There 
will be substantial problems in 
governing tbe country now." 

Lais Werner, leader of he Lef- 
tist Party, cited the collapse of 
. communism in Eastern Europe in 
the last two years as one reason 
for Sweden's shift to the right, 
“What is happening in tbe out- 
side world had affected us too," 
he said. 

The new era of Swedish politics 
began early on Monday. 

New Democracy leader Count 
Ian Wachtmeister, with a reputa- 
tion as a prankster, hammered on 
the do ors of parliament and 
shouted through the letter-box to 
its speaker: “Thagc Peterson. It’s 
Ian. Let me in.” 


LETTERS 


You said it all! 


To the Editor: 

Nidal Ibrahim (Letters, Jordan Times, Sept. 15, 1991) is 
absolutely right about Jordan Television’s censorship. I agree 
with every smgle word he wrote in his letter. I am sure I am not 
the only one: 

He says it afi, nothing more to add. I am glad some of us have 
thecourage to describe tbe state of affairs at Jordan Television. 
Probably, something will be done about it. 

Elena El Sabbagh, 

Amman. 
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UJS. offers Israel compromise 
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; Asked why be did not tackle the 
sesdaneot issue bead on, the presi- 
dent reptied that be had stated U.S. 
po&y on i be matter and “it isn’t 
going to change." 

Washington regards Israel’s settfe- 
ineatof ocrnpie d Arah teTr imfy 
obs ta c le to peace. 

. Mr. Bash said he -had a telephone 
conversation with Mr. Baker after 
tWr. BakoYfint round of talks with 
israefi leaders Monday and that the 
talks were "very good." 

Mt. Kohl, who was at die White 
House to discuss developtneots in the 
Soviet Union, told' reporterr that 
Geonaoy and other European coon- 
tries “completely am! unequivocally” 
support a peace conference. 

In an apparent reference to an 
bra^ 'abaci offidaTs description 
Sunday of Mr. Bush as an “anti- 
Semite," Mr. Kohl added: “I know of 
no American president who has done 
as much for the state of Israel- as 
President George Bush." 

-The president and the chancrik* 

spoke out after leaders in the House 
of Representatives called tor a resolu- 
rion.ofJhe dispute between Mr. Bosh 
and Israel. 

Democratic leader Richard 
Gephardt also indirectly rebuked the 
Israeli official who lambasted Mr. 
Bosh. 

In a speech, Mr. Gephardt said that 
he could not «t silently by while 
“divisive comments" were ni»A- ab- 
otn the preskfent and that the special 
relationship between' the United 
, A ' ts and Israel could be strained 
words that hurt" 

Mr. Gephardt said the Middle East 
peace proeem and the issne of brad’s 
esta bl ishment of settlements in the 
occupied territories shold not be link- 
ed to the loan guarantees. 

He said all agreed the gu aran t e es 
were. .needed and the dispute was 
about riming 

' “I believe that a com pr o mi se can 
be reached and I join with others in 
the search to find it," Mr. Gephardt 
said. "This is no time -for wnrawariwn - 
about the president's motives. This is 
no place for polarising comments 
from anyone," he said. 

On Sunday, Israeli Minister- 
without-Portfolio Rchovam Zeevi 


branded Mr. Bush, a liar and an 
anti-Semite who is “conducting a 
political tight on the bads of nnOrons 
ofJews” and called for delaying the 
proposed peace conference. 

Mr. Baker and Isadi Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir said Tuesday they 
made some progress toward conven- 
ing, the peace conference, but that' 
they stiff needed to discuss remaining 
obstacles. -■ 

They Spoke to reporters after a 
90- minute meeting that was also 
attended by Foreign Minister David 
Levy , and Defame Minister Moshe 
Arens. 

"I think we can say that we have... 
achieved a certain progress in various 
matters related to the peace process.” 
Mir. .Shamir told, reporter*. “Well 
' bare' to.have farther dbcussoos ab- 
out many issues." 

Mr. Baker also said more talks 
were needed. "There are stQI some 
issues between ns that most be re- 
solved." he said. 

. Both rides.said contacts would re- 
sume in' a few days. 

Mr. Baker said there was “a real' 

opportunity to see Arabs, Arab 
s ta fl tes . sitting down face to face in 
direct negotiations with brad, adding 
that he was convinced Israel wanted 
to take advantage of the opportunity. 

Mr. Baker and Mr. Shamir stressed 
their taft s Monday and Tuesday were 
held in a friendly, cooperative atmos- 
phere. 

But they said they did not resolve 
their dispute over the loan guaran-! 
tees. 

An opinion peril showed 54 per cent 
of Israelis think Mr. Bush's stance is 
not justified, while 42 per cent think it 
is. Three "per cent did riot reply. 

It said S2 per cent of Israelis were 
wilting to forego up to five per cent of 
their income to finance the absorp- 
tion of immigrants if the loan guaran- 
tees failed to come through. It said 45 
per cent refused to -give up income 
and three per cent did not answer. 

The poll of 501 people was con- 
ducted by the Dahaf agency for the 
daily Yedioth Ahroncnh. It gave no - 
margin of error. 

In Arab East Jerusalem, Mr. Bak- 
er's aides met with Palestinian leaders 
for three hours to discuss remaining 
obstacles. 

In a first round of talks Monday, 


Moscow sends envoy to PLO 

(Con tinu e d from page 1) Tuesday’s meeting focused oa a 

letter spelling oat U.S. positions 
on the peace talks. 

Mr. Husseini, who left the 
meeting early to fly to London, 
said the U.S. letter would be 
shown to the PLO leadership 
abroad “so they- can make a 
decision.” Mr. Husseini did not 
say whom he would meet in 
London. ■ 

Mr. Baker has also given the 
Israelis a U.S. postion paper, 
Israeli media reported. 

. a Hie delegation also included 
T>r. Zakaria A1 Agha, head of the 
Arab Medical Association in 
jGsaza. 

The group handed Mr. Baker a 
34-page report, based largely on 
accounts by human rights orga- 
nisations and foreign and Israeli 
media, summarising Israel's land 
confiscations and settlement con- 
struction since the Gulf war. 


. a letter ootiimng points of agree- 
- - meat between the United States 
and Palestinians. 

“We hope there will be positive 
. , ^ results,” Mr. Husseini said. “Un~ 
jjy| now, we... didn't solve yet the 
_ ..problems that are supposed to be 
, ^ - solved.” 

, Han an Ashrawi. a Palestinian 

: . professor of English who also 
. participated in the meeting, said: 
“Some of the assurances have to. : 
deal with the'status of Jerusalem v 
__ -with the objective of die whole 
.. * process, with the freedom, q L 
. choice of the Palestinian delega- 
tion, with otter issues that are 
. „ important.” 

She declined to give- further 
details, saying “we still have 
7 ■„ several tilings to dear up.” 

Mr. Husseini told reporters 


U.S. Congress clears way 

(Onthmed Cram page 1) 


rive," His Royal Hi g h nes s Crown 
Prince Hassan said fa a Remen 
interview when asked whether Jor- 
dan expected fi nanc i al aid for sup- 
porting the U.S. -fed peace pro- 


King Hussein, who raised Jor- 
ir dag’s economic probfems "in a 
speech to the European parlia- 
ment in So as bo ui g Wednesday, is - 
^expected to press Mr. Baker on 
yfoe issue during talks this week. 

“There is a suggestion — that 
there would be support involved if 
countries in the region were forth- 
• ' coming. No country fa the region 
- - bos umitehs position as dearly and 
P - forthrightly fa favour of peace as 
Jordan has," the Crown Prince 


■told Rentas. . . 

The Crown Prince said econo- 
mic pressures and rising unem- 
ployment caused by the Gulf crisis 
threatened to undermine popular 
support for peace if aid was not 
forthcoming. 

“Of course 'it's going to be a 
ran twin tpg plummeting of stan- 
dards of living,” the Crown Prince 
said. 

“And certaiidyihe popular view 
will be that we are being victimised 
mid what’s fa it for us to act as a 
moderate soci e ty ." 

He aided: “We are committed to 
(the peace process) but at the 
same time I don’t think anyooe 
would expect Jordan to accept 
tfeaabifisaoon or political or phys- 
ical suicide.” 


Mr. Baker presented documents out- 
lining ' the American positions mt 
peace talks to both sides. 

Israeli media reports said M.' Bak- 
• er assured the Israelis they would not 
. have to negotiate with Palestinians 
they found unacceptable. He told the 
Palestinians that talks would be based 
on die principle of Israeli withdrawal 
from occupied territory in exchange 
for peace, the report said. 

brad Radio and several newspap- 
ers said the U.S. letter to the Israelis 
’ says only Palestinians from the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip will 
ne members of a joint Pwfestinian- 
Jordaman delegation. 

. It also says the PLO wiH not have a 
role in peace talks. 

The Palestinians app ar en tl y are 
now more willing to compromise on 
foe composition of their delegation 
because of assurance Mr. Baker gave 
than Monday, Israel Radio said. 

In his letter to foe Palestinians, Mr. 
Baker said negotiations must be 
based on U.N. Resolution 242. which 

calk for Israeli withdrawal from occu- 

pied territories in exchange for secure 
bonfen, the radio said. 

The Israelis argue that they have 
already complied with 242 by with- 
drawing from the Sinai peninsula 
after signing peace with Egypt. But 
Mr. Baker said in his fetter to the 
Palestinians that 242 means with- 
drawal on all fronts, the Haarefz daily 
raid. 

The U.S. fetter to the Pale stin i an s 


also said the future of Jerusalem must 
be determined in negotiations, 
Haaretz said. 

The Palestinians also showed greater 
flexibility following President Bush’s 
insistence on delaying Israel's request 
for loan guarantees, the radio re- 
ported. 

to hh letter to Israel, Mr. Baker 
said the U.S. edmiw i g t ra Tinn would 
honour a 1975 letter fa which then- 
Plesktent Gerald Ford told Israeli 
leaden that he acknowledged Israeli 
security concerns in the Golan 
Heights, media reports said. 

Mr. Baker reportedly also told the 
Israelis that the Soviet Union would 
restore full diplomatic relations with 
Israel before the start of the peace 
conference. 

Mr. Shamir, m an interview con- 
ducted before be met Mr. Baker 
Monday, said he was confident the 
peace conference would convene, be- 
cause nobody was against it except 
“the most extreme dements among 
the Arabs." 

Asked whether it would be held in 
October, as President Bush planned. 
Mr. Shamir told the daily Hadashot: 
“IPs not so important. If it’s to be 
October (and) all the parties are in 
favour,” why postpone it?" 

However, Mr. Shamir left foe im- 
pression be no longer trusted the 
United States' impartiality. Asked if 
he saw it as an honest broker, he 
replied: “I don't have to answer 
that.” 

In the interview, Mr. Shamir 
steered dear of any sharp riposte to 
Mr. Bosh’s aitiasm of Israel. But the 
paper said that off the record Mr. 
Shamir said “some words” that “left 
' j doubt that George Bush makes 
him angry.” 

. Mr. Shamir denied ever promising 
Mr. Bush Israel would stop bafldmg 
settlements fa the occupied territor- 
ies. 

“Maybe he (Mr. Bush) thought so, 
I don't know," be said. 

. “Anyway, I never promised any- 
one anything regarding any step we 
might take fa the ‘land of brad.’ It’s 
as dear as the noonday sun that the 
iand of IsraeT is ours, and I couldn’t 
promise someone anything that con- 
tradicts that," he said. 


Yugoslav 

(Couffooed from page 1) 

gunboats could be seen off 
Croatia's ancient walled city of 
Dubrovnik. 

The navy began blockading 
Croatian ports Tuesday in retalia- 
tion for the republic's barricading 
of federal military barracks, 
further tightening the noose 
around the rebel republic. 

The ceasefire declaration was 
signed by Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic, Croatian Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman, Yugoslav 
Defence Minister Veljko 
Kadijevic and Lord Carrington. 


Tug-of-war reaches climax 


(Confined from page 1) 

Khrdsatutid the Jordan Times. A1 
Rabat is the Muslim Brotherhood 
mouthpiece, winch was the only 
pnbfeatioa to print foe entire ten 
of the report. 

Inferior Minister Jawdat Sboul 
had issued a statement on Wednes- 
day categorically denying that tor- 
ture took place in the detention 
centres and Ins statement was pub- 
lished fa the three Arabic dailies. 

Mr. ShbetiaL, however, insisted 
that torture had taken place 
against those who were detained. 
He said that members of the Public 
Freedom Committee had inter- 
viewed foe men who had been 
released, and that a number of 
those wbo were still detained were 
not permitted visits by the de- 
puties, their families or lawyers. 
He was referring to 18 members of 
an underground Islamkt group 
ealfag itself “(Prophet) Moham- 
mad's Army.” 

“As far as I'm personally con- 
cerned, I had no idea about this 
report, and it would have been 
journalistically wrong to publish it 
after it had already teen published 
elsewhere,” Mr. Khreisat ex- 
plained. 

Mr. Sbbeilat called on the press 
to “ride with the truth, the interest 
of the people, the law, the con- 
stitution, and the resolutions and 
recommendations of the Lower 
House which re pre s e nts the peo- 
ple,” and to struggle towards grea- 
ter independence by the press in 
line with democratic freedoms 
allowed to it. 

“It is the duty of journalists to 
struggle for the sake of liberating 
their professions from control in 
order to raise their standard to 
become a monitoring authority 
that serves the people," Mr. 
Sbbeilat said. 

Mura Ketiani. chief editor of Al 
Dustonr daily dismissed Mr. 
Shbetbl’s accusation and said that 
his newspaper did in feet publish 
an article on the Freedoms Com- 
mittee's report. 

“We published the main parts of 
the report, but not the points 
related to ‘(Prophet) Mohammad's 
Army, 1 " Dr. Keflani told the Jor- 
dan Times, referring to the group 
that had allegedly ulnm part in 
t er ro rist acts which included car- 
bons bings that h a ndica pped two 
people. 

“The points in the report related 
to the group are being discussed fa 
the courts of law and it is a court 
procedure that 'should not be re- 
ported fa the press," Dr. K** 1 *"* 
said, adding that writing about a 
case fa court could influence the 
final verdict. 

Al Dustour’s article did not 
mention the Public Freedoms 
Panel’s allegations of torture nor 
the alleged illegal practices com- 


mitted by security forces. The pap- 
er, however, did report the com- 
mittee's caD for the director of the 
General Intelligence Department 
(GID) to supply the speakers of 
foe Lower and Upper Houses of 
Parliament with foe report that he 
sends duly to foe prime minister. 

Both Sawt Al Shaab and AJ 
Dortour, however, reported on 
Mr. Sbbeilat 's press conference 
and quoted from his attacks against 
the press. 

Commenting on the con- 
troversy. AJ Dustour columnist 
MiTnis AJ Razzaz wrote in Sun- 
day’s edition that it was necessary 
to have access to troth when two 
sides daim contradSctfag state- 
ments. 

“TfaBre must be an opportunity 
for our press to find the essence of 
troth concerning die human rights 
situation in our country in order to 
remove any darkness or distortion 
r egarding this serious issue that 
should not be ignored,” Mr. Raz- 
zaz wrote. 

In tus Monday column, foe same 

writer called on the government to 
permit journalists and lawyers to 
visit detention centres so chat “we 
can know the truth of whai hap- 
pens behind these gates." 

Al Ra’i, the- Arabic drily with 
the biggest circulation in Jordan, 
neither mentioned the Freedoms 
Committee report, nor reported cm 
Mr. Shbdial’s press conference la- 
ter on. 

Chief Editor Mahmoud Al 
Kayed said that an independent 
editorial decision was taken not to 
publish because the committee's 
report was controversial at best, 
adding that it was not due to 
government pressure that his news- 
paper did not use h. 

Mr. Kayed said chat beca u se 
there were (hvistons inride the 
freedoms committee itself concern- 
fag the allegations and that nearly 
half of the panel’s members did not 
endorse it, doe report lacked the 
credibility and needed further in- 
vestigation before a haiwwnnA story 
could be published. 

“We are not committed to pub- 
lishing everything that Parliament 
or deputies say and do especially 
when it is controversial,” he said. 
“And generally speaking, the deci- 
sion to publish or not is ours fa the 
end," be continued. 

Otter journalistic sources at Al 
Ra’i, wbo have been following the 
story, contended that the Freedoms 
Committee, which comprises a 
large number of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Islamists, might 
have wanted to use tbe report fa 
question as a political tool to 
attract public attention and pin 
popularity and publicity. 

The sources, who did not want 
to identified by name, said that not 
ah of the 11 committee members 
actually signed tbe document, leav- 
ing doubt in their minds about the 


Sharaa: Israel should free Arabs 


(Cotstfatned from page 1) 


of 77-year-old British hostage 
Jack Mann. 

“We remain cautiously opti- 
mistic," Mr. Tudmott said after 
visiting Mr. Mann’s wife. Sunny, 
at her apartment in Beirut's sea- 
side Raouche di st r ict. 

Mr. Mann, a^Worid War II and 
commercial air fine pilot and later 
bartender at a Beirut pub, was 
kidnapped May 12, 1989. A pic- 
tore of him was released by an 
underground group caning itself 
Revolutionary Justice Organisa- 
tion last week, along with a state- 
ment that said he was alive and 
well. 

■ 

Mr. Tucknott’s comments 
came a day after the leader of tbe 
Iranian-backed Shiite Muslim 
fundamentalist HizboDah dam- 
pened hopes for an early hostage 
release. 

Abbas Musawi said Israel's 
release last Wednesday of 51 
Lebanese prisoners and hand- 


over of the bodies of nine guerril- 


las was not enough. 

“The ball’s still in their oourt. 
Tbe step was supposed to be 
bigger, to involve a bigger num- 
ber or some of tbe symbols, like 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obekf,” 
Mr. Musawi told a Beirut news 
con fer e n ce Monday. 

Sheikh Obeid, 39, a Hizbollah 
cleric, was kidnapped by airborne 
Israeli agents from his hometown 
village of Jitaheet in Sooth Leba- 
non July 28, 1989. The Israelis 
claim he masterminded “terror- 
ist” attacks. 

The Israeli hostage nego- 
tiator, Uri Lubrani, spoke to 
reporters after returning from 
talks in Paris with Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar. 

“At this stage, we don’t have 
the information we asked for 
concerning tbe captured naviga- 
tor Ron Arad and tbe other 
missing (Israeli) soldiers,” Mr. 
Lubrani told the daily Yedioth 
Ahronoth. 


credibility and accuracy of the 
allegations contained fa it. 

According to Me source, some 
of the member deputies rarely 
attended the usual committee 
meetings, but “had suddenly 
shown interest fa this particular 
issue regarding these security de- 
tainees for their own political 
gains." 

“Where were the deputies who 
care so much about human rights 
in Jordan before this story of 
’(Prophet) Mohammad’s Army’ 
came onto foe scene?" asked one 
of the journalists at Al Ra’i. 

The Jordan Hmes also refrained 
from publishing the debris of foe 
detainees’ treatment because ft 
wanted a statement from the GID 
to react to the report when it 
appeared. However, the paper did 
publish a Reuter report on both 
tbe reaction statement and the 
committee’s allegations. 

“We wanted to print a h»fe»wg«t 
story oo such a serious issue, but 
we did not have any statements 
from the side that was accused. 
When we received it, we published 
the story (Reuter’s) in a more 
balanced way.” Chief Editor 
George Hawatmefa said. “Hardly a 
day or two afterwards, we wrote an 
editorial on tbe subject and called 
for an independent investigation 
into the whole issue.” 

Kamal Rashid, chief of Al 
Rabat, which carried tbe frill text 
of the report, said that obstacles 
had teen put in front of the issue 
which had carried the parli- 
amentary committee’s report. 

Last week's bsne of Al Rabat 


was delayed for one day because 
the Press and Publications Depart- 
ment was slow in approving the 
distribution of the tabloid, Mr. 
Rashid told reporters during Mr. 
Shbeilat’s press conference on 
Saturday. 

* He said that he intended to place 
paid ads fa two major dailies apo- 
logising to their readers for tbe 
delay in the distribution b eca us e 
the Press and Publications Depart- 
ment had not yet approved its 
entry into the Jordanian market. 
Al Rabat is not yet licensed to 
publish fa Jordan, and as such it is 
based offshore. 

“The chief editors rejected pub- 
lishing the ads fa its original con- 
text and asked os to write that the 
paper was delayed due to reasons 
beyond our control, and we did." 
Mr. Rashid said. 

He added that when the Ministry 
of Information called (he following 
day to announce their approval, 
“they expressed their dissatisfac- 
tion for placing foe advertisement 
even in its mild form.” 

Some journalists say that 
although foe government does not 
interfere and) what tbe papers do 
or do not publish, the publishers 
themselves find it difficult to take 
advantage of the. democratic pro- 
cess in Jordan. 

"Times have changed and there 
are serious attempts towards 
dcmocratisatioa, but we have to 
remember that the majority of 
shares of these newspapers are still 
owned by the government,” said a 
senior editorial assistant at one of 
the major dailies who did not want 


to be identified. 

“And we have to remember that 
foe publishers and editors in chief 
are the same ones who were in 
charge before foe democratisation 
process, and are afraid of utilising 
their freedom, so they still take 
editorial decisions as though they 
were still firing during foe days of 
oppression,” he added. TTiese 
charges are generally dismissed as 
non-sense by the editors wbo insist 
that freedom of speech does not 
necessarily involve publishing ev- 
erything that is said or done in foe 
country. “Many people confuse 
foe right to withhold publication of 
a certain story with the responsibil- 
ity that goes with publishing it,” 
sod Mr. Kayed. “The issue goes 
way beyond what some of our 
honourable deputies believe to be 
the troth.” 

Mr. Razzaz referred to this argu- 
ment in his Monday column, wh^re 
be wrote foal there were still “un- 
democratic signs and mentalities 
and schools of thought in places of 
influence that are still affected by 
the pre-democratic phase.” 

Mr. Sbbeilai charged foal foe 

democratic winds blowing into Jor- 
dan were “decorative and superfi- 
cial." 

“I have teen a member of Par- 
liament since 1984. and nothing in 
tbe press has changed since then,” 
Mr. Sbbeilai told reporters. "This 
is a decorative and superficial 
democracy which has not changed 
the reality of our situation; the 
power centres that still administer 
and run the country are still 
there." 
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Top 2 seeds readjt quarterfinals 
in Jordan Tennis Championship 


By Aleen Bamayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Hani A1 AH, the 
leading contender in the Jordan 
Tennis Championship, easily 
overwhelmed Ahmad Maher 6-1, 
6-0 to read) die quarterfinals of 
the secong round of the Jordan 
Tennis Championship. 

Also reaching the quarterfinals 
Tuesday was Imad Abu Hamda, 
who beat Ehb Shehadeh 6-0, 6-4; 


13-year-old Laith A1 Azzouni eli- 
minated Rama A! Halabi 7-5, 
6-1; Ibrahim A1 Hadid over- 
whelmed Mahmoud A1 Dia 6-3, 
6-2; Marwan Hananryah another ■ 
13-year-otd upset HassanT 
Mahmood 6-2, 6-4; Samir A1 
Rifai crushed Ayman Nashastribi ' 
6-1, 6-1; Rami Farran elmrinated . 
Zeid Hanania 6-0, (t-h, and Nas- 
ser Kamal beat Mohammad A1 
Khudary in the most exciting 
game Tuesday with a score of 64, 
3-6, 64. 


Only four of those who reached 
the quarterfinals in the first round 
have made it to the final eight in 
The second round. They are Hani 
A1 Ali, the winner of the first 
round,- Imad Abu Hamda, the 
finalist, and two other quarterfi- 
nal feyy. Faith A1 Azzouni and 
Nasser Kamal. 

The other four quarterfinalists 
in tbs first round did not partici- 
pate in the second round. 

. On Wednesday Hani A1 Ali 


plays Ibrahim A1 Hadid; the two 
youngest players Marwan Hana- 
nia and Laith A1 Azzouni wOl 
slug it oot for a place in the 
semifinals; Nasser Kamal will 
play Samir A1 Rifai and Imad 
Aba Hamda will dash with Rami 
Fanaj. 

Fans are predicting another 
Ali-Abu Hamda final especially 
since the two top seeds hardly 
had any trouble in swiftly elimi- 
nating their opponents. 


FIFA: South American Cup draw not sanctioned 


ZURICH (R) — FIFA, the gov- 
erning body of world soccer, said 
Monday they had not sanctioned 
a South American World Cup 
“qualifying draw” carried out in 
Paraguay at the weekend. 

The draw, for the South Amer- 
ican qualifying groups, for the 
1994 finals, was made in the 
Paraguayan capital Asundon 
Saturday at an Executive Com- 
mittee meeting of the South 
American Football Confedera- 
tion (CSF). 

But FIFA, who were not in- 
formed in advance, said the offi- 
cial draw wo old be made in New 


York in December. 

“Contrary to other reports, the 
FIFA organising committee wfll 
decide on the group drew for the 
various confederations in New 
York on Dec. 6, 1991 before 
conducting the draw in public hi 
New York Sunday, Dec. I,” 
FIFA said in a statement. 

A FIFA spokesman said that 
included the South American 
Confederation and added: “The 
(Asundon) draw was not FIFA- 
sanctioned. “She could not say 
what action FIFA would take 
about the draw. 

Francisco Figueredo Britez* 


CSF administrative manager, 
admitted in Paraguay Monday 
Aat the final decision lay with 
FIFA but said the draw was “the 
position of the CSF and the mem- 
.. her federations.” 

FIFA said a record 134 coun- 
tries have entered for the 1994 
finals, which are being held for 
the first time in the United States. 
The 1990 tournament in Italy 
attracted 123 entries, the pre- 
vious highest figure. 

It also said new members such 
as the Baltic states would not be 
admitted until they had been 
■".J&cogmsed by the United Na- 


tions. 

New memberships could only 
be decided in any case by the foil 
FIFA congress, the next one of 
which would be held in Zurich in 
July, 1992, it added. 

South Africa, expelled from 
the body in 1976, would also have 
to wait until the July congress 
before it could be readmitted. 

FIFA also said the qualifying 
draw for the quadrennial tournar 
ment, to be held June 17 through 
July 17, 1994, wffl be held on 
Dec. 8 in New York City, not 
Dec. 7 as some announcements 
had said. 


Italian captains defiant before European clashes 


By Renters ' 

ITALIAN club captains Roberto 
Mancini of Sampdoria and 
Guiseppe Guumini of Roma are 
sounding a defiant note in the 
face of their teams’ contrasting 
problems ahead of Wednesday’s 
opening European soccer clashes. 

Sampdoria make their debut in 
the Champions’ Cup at home to 
Norway’s Rosenborg with twin 
troubles in the shape of poor 
early season league form and key 
leavers absent. 

As Roma most play, a difficult 
Cup Winners’ Cup game away to 
CSKA Moscow without inspir- 
ational German striker Rudi 
VoeHer, who is ruled oat with a 
pulled muscle. 

League champions Sampdoria, 
who have picked up only three 
points in their first three games, 
will be without Mancini and strik- 
er Renato Brno, both suspended, 
as well as injured defender Dario 
Bonetti. 

' Yet Mancini refuses to accept 
that Sampdoria are in crisis, 
saying: “Sunday’s game (a 1-1 
draw in Bari) doesn’t mean any- 
tiring. You get days when every- 
thing goes well and then days 
when nothing goes well. 

“As for tire (European) Cop, 
it’s wrong to speak of us as 


debutants since we have played in 
Europe for some time now.” 

Roma have Andrea Carnevale ■ 
and Antonio TempestiDi serving 
bans, in addition to missing Voel- 1 
ler, but Giannini said: “Foi* 1 
Roma to be deprived of Rudfcj* 
(Voefler) is a huge loss, but 
perhaps precisely because of this 
we’ll be even more united and 
determined. 

“Last year, despite all sorts of 
difficulties, Roma proved itself 
capable of performing well on the 
big occasion.” 

Dutch champions PSV Ein- 
dhoven, whose European ambi- , 


doubtful starters. 

A Dutch side less well in- 
formed about the opposition are 
Feyenoord Rotterdam, who visit 
Fartizan Tirana of Albania in the 
Cup Winners’ Cup Wednesday. 

Feyenoord coach Wim Jansen 
obtained a videocase tte of a game 
only to discover Fartizan were 
not one of the teams featured on 
k. 

“All I know is tiiai the goal- 
keeper has been transferred to a 
Romanian dub and rimt Partizan 
* has t hr ee Internationa of which 
one is suspended,” said Jansen. 

( Feyenoord are hampered by* 


lions last season were cut short by - injuries to Romanian midfielder 
a first-round exit to Montpellier * loan Sabau, Hungarian striker 
of France in the Cup Winners’ -Joszef Kiprich and defender 
Cup, are taking care to ensure ^Ulrich Van Gobbel. all sidelined, 
they do not suffer a similar fate in ^ England’s Chris Waddle has no 
the Champions’ Cup. doubt about the outcome of his 

PSV coach and former England French dub Marseille's European 
manager Bobby Robson has done Cup dash with Us Luxembourg, 
his homework on Tnrkfch oppo- ^“There’s nothing to worry ab- 
nents Bcsiktas, whose manager is ■ jfout," he said ahead of Wednes- 
corapatriot Gordon Milne, by day’s natch. 

'Studying analyses of eight Besik- ^f Marksman Jean-Pierrc Panin 


'studying analyses of eight Besik- 
tas matches. 

* PSV face the first leg in Turkey 
Wednesday without Brazil striker 
Romano, who went home for 
treatment and recuperation fol- 
lowing an ankle injury, and also 
have midfielder Erwin Koeman 
and defender Stan Valckx as 


Hundreds protest Berlin’s 
bid on eve of IOC meet 


BERLIN (AP) — Hundreds of 
people protesting Berlin's bid for 
the 2000 summer Olympic mar- 
ched through the dty on Monday, 
the eve of a meeting of Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) 
executives. 

Nearly 1^000 protesters waved 
signs saying “notympic dty” and 
“Olympic 2000? No thanks” as 
they walked through a section of 
downtown eastern Berlin. 

Hundreds of police pr e v e nted 
die protesters from marching to 
■ the hotel where officials of the 
IOC’s Executive Committee 
already had begun arriving for 
the three-day meeting. 

• There was some scuffling but 
no major dashes. The crowd, 
mostly youths, milled in front of 


would result if Berlin is granted 
the games, which draw immense: 
crowds. 

The German Sports Informa- 
tion Service said about 10 people 
were arrested on weapons 
charges. WOIi Dannie, president’ 
of tire National Olympic C ommit - | 
tee of Germany, watched the 
demonstration from his hotel 
room. 

“Fm relieved the demonstra- 
tion is proceeding calmly,” he 
.told the sports news agency. 

The IOC Executive Committee 
meets Tuesday through Thursday ; 
and is expected to allow induskm 
of separate teams from the Baltic 
states in time to compete in 1992 
summer games in Barcelona, and 
perhaps, the winter games in 


I Marksman Jean-Pierrc Papin 
Underlined the confidence qf the 
French champions, who lost last 
season’s European Cup final on 
penalties to Red Star Belgrade. 

Papin said: “We showed during 
the last two seasons that we were 
capable of winning the European 
Cup. I think die new format 
(league basis after the second 
rtxmd) can help us. This time, the 
' winners wfll be the strongest side 
■ m Europe.” 

v Two Spanish challengers for 
European honours, Atietico 
Madrid and Barcelona, approach 
Tfceir opening games on a note of 
caution. 


AtieXko’s Portuguese striker the east 


Paolo Futre, remembering last 
season's UEFA Cup first-round 
exit at the hands of Romania's 
Timisoara, . warned against com- 
placency before Wednesday's 
Cup Winner’s Cup match at Nor- 
way’s Fyilingeu Idrettslag. 

“We can’t go there thinking the 
game is already won,” said Futre. 
“We have to be careful there’s no 
repetition of what happened last 
season." 

Barcelona coach Johan Cruyff 
has emphasised his healthy re- 
spect for Germany’s Hansa Ros- 
tock, who the Spanish champions 
host in the European Cap 
Wednesday, while chib chairman 
Jose Luis Nunez repeated Us 
wanting? that the strong, fit Ger- 
mans would be tough rivals. 

“It’s a very hard team, like all 
the ones there. They’ve got Ger- 
man style. If s a very dangerous 
rival because they are very strong 
physically,” said Nunez. 

For the first and last time after 
last year’s unification, a total of 
10 German dubs will take part in 
the three European competitions, 
four of them from the former east 
Germany. 

UEFA decided to allow the 
dobs from the former east Ger- i 
man first division to take part 
although they arc now all in- 
volved in the united German 
league. 

Eisenhnettcnstadt, who meet 
Turkish side Galatasaray in the 
Cup Winners’ Cup, failed to qual- 
ify for the first or second divisions 
and play in Germany’s Amateur 
League. 

They only qualified for Europe 
after losing to Hansa Rostock in 


Cup Final. 


muts 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 

Graham beats Shriver in Tokyo 

TOKYO (R) — Big-serving Debbie Graham upset feHow- 
American and sixth seed Pam Shriver to reach the second round 
of the S350,000 Nichirei International Women’s Tennis Tourna- 
ment Tuesday. On the bard courts at Tokyo Bay, the 1990 U.S. 
collegiate champion, ranked 54th in the world, served 10 aces as 
she overpowered veteran Shriver 7-5 64. “I foil that my serve was 
very good today,” Graham said. “Also, I really like the surface as 
it suited my ground strokes.” Other seeded players cruised into 
the second round with straight-sets victories. Fifth seed Laura 
Gildemeister of Pent beat Indonesia's Yaynk BasnJti 7-5 7-5 and 
American Marianne Werdel, seeded seventh, deposed of 
Japanese qualifier Nana Miyagi 64 6-3. 

Zrubakova wins first round in Paris 

PARIS (AP) — Radja Zrubakova of Czechoslovakia, the No. 3 
seed, won her first round match of the S 150,000 Paris Women’s 
Tennis Tournament Monday after a 7-5, 6-2 victory over 
Switzerland’s Cathy Cavexzasio. Sixth-seeded Emanuela Zardo of 
Switzerland downed Maria Strandlnnd of Sweden, 6-2, 64. In 
another first-round match Veronika Marti nek of Germany made 
a comeback after losing the first set against Karin Kschwendt of 
Switzerland. Martinek qualified for the second round 0-6, 63. 
64. 

Wimbledon rules out middle Sunday deal 

LONDON (R) — Wimbledon tennis officials will not repeat their 


next year, unless it is forced on them again. But they will have a 
cut-price scheme for the centre court on the first Saturday to 
encourage the real enthusiasts. This year play took place on the 
middle Sunday for the first time because of constant rain during 
the first week. Centre coon seats were sold for £10 ($17.3) on a 
first come- first served basis. The day proved a hit with a carnival 
atmosphere generated by the spectators. Next year, to try* to 
repeat the enthusiasm. Wimbledon are to seD£20 000 unreserved 
centre court seals on the middle Saturday at 20 ($34.6) instead of 
£27 ($46.7). 

Rostock goalkeeper may miss cup 

ROSTOCK, Germany (R) — Former easte German champions 
Hansa Rostock may play tough European Cup opponents 
Barcelona on Wednesday without first-choice goalkeeper Daniel 
Ho ffmann . Ho ffmann hurt his neck during training Monday and* 
faces a late fitness test. Reserve keeper Jens Konath stands by. 

Brazil forward undergoes surgery 

BARI, Italy (AP) — Joao Paulo, the flashy forward of Bari and of 
the Brazilian national team, underwent a surgery to reset his 
broken left leg, his Italian club has announced. Doctors of Centro 
Ortopedico in tins southern dty said the operation was successful 
but made no prediction about Joao Paulo’s comeback to action. 
Club sources indicated that the 27-year-old player, who moved 
from Guarani to Bari in 1989, would be sidelined for about four 
months. Joao Paulo broke his left leg when he was tackled by 
Italian defender Marco Lanna daring Sunday’s Bari-Sampdoria 
league game, which ended in a 1-1 draw. 

4 shot In Brazil soccer violence 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Four people were shot and wounded 
and 47 suffered other injuries In dashes between rival Brazilian 
soccer supporters armed with guns, home-made bombs, sticks, 
stones and knives, police said. The trouble began three hours 
before the start of Sunday’s Rio De Janeiro championship match 
between Flamengo and Vasco da Gama, watched by 70,000 
supporters at the Maracana Stadium. Organised gangs of suppor- 
ters dashed in front of the main gate and had to be separated by 
ipoUcei using tear gas. Four people were shot during the fight — 
three in the stomach and one in the leg — and were taken to a 
nearby hospital where they were under observation, police said. 
Fighting continued inside the stadium as fans threw home-made 
bombs and stones at each other. One fan was taken to hospital 
after a bomb landed on his foot. Outside the stadium, another 
bomb narrowly missed a passing bus. Police said seven people 
were arrested, one carrying a revolver. 

Rower banned after positive dope test 

OBERHOFEN. Switzerland (R) — Mexican rower Joan Antonio 
Gomez, who was stripped of his gold medal after failing a dope 
test at the Pan American Games last month, has been banned for 
three mouths. Gomez tested positive for the stimulant ephedrine 
after be and his brother Joaquin had won the pairs final. 
International Rowing Federation General Secretary John Boatt- 
bee said Tuesday Gomez had taken a tablet far a headache, not 
realising it contained ephedrine. 
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police barricades within view of Albertville, France. 

• . * ■ - TL- - 


the hotel and some fired flares 
onto the hotel’s roof. 

The demonstrators were pro- 
testing mostly what they said was 
the environmental damage that 


The IOC meeting is viewed as a 
prime opportunity for Berlin 
Olympic officials to show off a bit 
as it campaigns to hold tte sum- 
mer games in nine years. 


Andy Capp 
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BRILLIANT/ WASN'T I? 
MADE SHORT WOBK-y 
C OF///Af“BH/PET? 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HtRSCH 
fWI Tram Moca Earned, me. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulneraLL, 
hold: 

♦A93 7AK84 C-AJ1062 *5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 v Pass 1 # Pass 

? 

What do you b<d now? 

Q-2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A93 TAK84 AJI062 +5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 v Pass 1 ♦ Pass 

2 7- Pass 3 > Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3- — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AKQJ9 T73 0AK84 *96 
Your right-hand opponent opens' 
the bidding t 


action do you take? 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*2 CKQ65 0AKQJ987 *A 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*J95 “vQ76 CA104 *AQJ6 
The bidding has proceeded 
South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 T Pass ■: 
* 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 

you hold: 

*02 9AKQJ10 C J766 *Q10 
The bidding baa proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 * Pass 1 9 Pass 
1 NT Pass ? 

Wuat ao you bia now? 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY SEFTEMBEB 
By Thomas S. Fferson, Astrologer. Carrot flfiflrtr fouxtaoon 
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“Early to bed and early to rise 
makes you miss the best programs/ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
<b by Honti Amokf and Bob Lm 


1 fnrmwnhtn Thono Tnnr li irnNoa. 
one tetar to each square, to farm 
four ordinary words. 


GAADE 


AT1NG 


TREV1N 


STEACK 


Answer “I 


3 R-flSSi 


o. 


L n( ^ 

A WOA4AN WHO'S 

/VTnwcnvE rs 
OFTEN THIS- 


Now mrange ltio drcted Wtora to 
tami tho surprise answer, as wo- 
(jeeted by the above cartooa 


(A ns w er s tomorrow) 

Yesterday's 1 Jun * teK AMITY V’GIL FOSSIL REBUKE 

| Answer ThaMdaysboanfingajianacenbeditsldridof 


a txasfness — “ 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Extmct birds 
S Carries 
10 Coroner's 
letters 

13 Guam seaport 

14 In 
the Dark" 

15 Fumble 

16 Small area: 
abbr. 

17 Ankles 
IB Demolish 
19 Railroad 

inventory 
21 Crested 
23 Uke some 
stools 

25 Shinbones 
2B High-pitched 
sounds 

29 Stage front 

30 Transmits 

31 Protrude 

34 "No man — 
island" 

35 Money 

36 Ind. queen 

37 Building 
■ area 

38 Maintain takes 

39 Disgusted 

40 The devil — 
(high price) 

41 Clan poles 

42 "Romeo and 
Jutat" tor one 

45 Tempest area 

46 Fatherly 

50 Wheel 
c o nnector 

51 "There — - 
atheists. .” 

53 — vu 

54 Heavyweight 
Max 

55 Sophie of the 
screen 

56 Part of QED 

57 Govt agey. 

58 Closes 

59 Grim 
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M891 TnDuna tUmOm Sr 

URfinRiurMa 

4 Approve 

5 Mongolian tribe 


s Pnzrie Solve* 


6 Indian tribe 

7 Cheap 
entertainment'’ 

8 Dawn goddess 


2 Alphabet run 

3 Diva's song 


10 Duck 

11 Leaked out 
slowly 

12 Copied 
15Tows 

20 Genghis — 

22 — Benedict 

24 Accumulations 
of fuzz 

25 Follow • 

28 — facto 

27 Spoiled toddler 

30 tea pinnacle 

31 Green stone 

32 ~E pturfous — " 

33 Pourboiras 
K Boise and 

TaBahessee - 
36 Slo we d down 
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^F^iood order 44 Jury 

39 Links cry 45L«befat 

40 Candle 47 Saint 

41 WY range PWto- 

42 Where the 48 open 

_ feo» flow s * 49 Tm0y 

43 Breathing - 52 FMb 
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Deutsche Hark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen . 
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1.7427 

■' 1.6746 
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'5.6945* 

753.55 

133.63 

1.2225 

1.2255** 
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Cypriot Pound 


Per ISO 

CAB Wfc» for 


All-Share « 

716.79 

Bunking Sector 

99.ZS 

Insurance Sector 

77937 

ei 

Industry Sector 

74237 

Services Sector 

727.42 
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LONDON (R)) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

. leading world currencies and gold against die dollar at nridsesston 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion nrarkets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 

1.7428/38 

UA dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

L 1355/60 

Cmiarti^n dollar 


1.6700/12 

Deutschemarks 


1.8825Q5 

Dutch guilders 


1.4580/87 

Swiss francs 


34.41/45 

Belgian francs 


5.6850/6900 

French francs 


1250/1251 

Italian lire * 


133.68/78 

Japanese yen 


6.0870/20 

Swedish crowns ' 


6.5490/5540 

Norwegian crowns 

• 

6.4500/50 

Danish crowns 

Due ounce of gold 

346.35/346.85 

U.S. dollars 
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Business chief praises ant-like work habits 


U.N. document promises 

France announces tax breaks m0 re aid, debt reduction 


for small firms to combat 
record unemployment 


to Africa without specifics 


BORDEAUX. France (Agen- 
cies) — French Prime Minister 
Edith Cresson Monday 
announced tax breaks for small 
business in a drive to revive a 
sluggish econo m y and combat re- 
cord unemployment — but indus- 
try leaders dismissed the plan. 

Government officials said that 
while small firms were the back- 
bone of the French economy, 
they were less dynamic than their 


than in most international com- 
petitors, and is still rising. 

Mrs. Cresson says small 
businesses, which employ two- 
tfurds of the workforce, could 
make a significant contribution to 
creating jobs but only if long- 
standing weaknesses were over- 
come. 

Apart from a lower corporate 
profit tax, which will benefit aU 
firms, the biggest boost to small 


German rivals, -partly because of ■ firms will come from a cut in the 



financial frailty. 

“France cannot trail behind 
Germany in the construction of 
Europe,” Mrs. Cresson told a 
small business convention in the 
southwestern city of Bordeaux. 

The Cresson plan involved us- 
ing increased capital gains tax, 
which mainly taigets banks ami 
investment companies, to finance 
tax cuts and investment incen- 
tives worth 8.25 billion francs 
($1.45 billion) for smaller corn- 


rate of the interim tax payments 
that they make. 

To encourage investment, 
small companies will receive a tax 
credit if they increase their capital 
by at least 25 per cent. 

Officials said the plan did not 
involve increased deficit spending 
for the government or a higher Edith Cresson 
overall tax burden. The 1992 . 

budget, to be presented to the • sn ™ business compared to that 


The government will raise an 
adcfitional 11 billion francs ($2 
billion) next year by increasing 

capital gains tax. 

Mrs. Cresson said the measures 
would be “funded by the pro- 
ceeds of financial speculation.” 
The bead of the French em- 
ployers* federation, Francois 
Perigot, accused the g ov ern ment 
of “dipping into the pockets of 
one set of firms to help another.” 
' Unemployment stands at 9.5 
per cent of the workforce, higher 


cabinet Wednesday, would retain 
Finance Minister Heire JBeregov- 
oy’s tight fiscal constraints, they 
added. 

“This is only a first step, a shot 
in the arm for certain areas the 
prime minister considers most ur- 
gent. There is more to come,”, 
one said. 

The government also wants to 
tackle tbe slow payment of debts 
to small suppliers by big com- 
panies, which Mrs. Cresson says 
is at the root of many bankrupt- 
cies among small firms. 

It will also address the poor 
export performance of French 


Central bank head 
shuns idea of dividing 
Soviet foreign debt 

LONDON (R) — The Soviet dividing the debt. 

Union’s central bank chief Mon- Asked whether it would be 
day described as “stupid” die better for the Soviet Union to 
proposed division of tbe $60 bil- reschedule its debts, Mr. Gerash- 
hon Soviet external debt among cbenko said it would continue to 

tflA IS LI! hi.! .i i .... _ 


tiie 15 constituent republics. 


“This talk tp my oountry about not ability to pay. 


It is a question of liquidity. 


splitting the' debt among the re- 
publics and then the official ... 
reserves is in tbe long run stu- 
pid,*’ said Viktor Gerashchenko, 
chairman of Gosbank. 

. Mr. Gerashchenko told a news 
conference the Soviet Union was 
able to honour all its debt. 

“It is unt hin ka b le and stupid to 
consider that the Western hank- 
ing and financial community will 
agree to any kind of split among 
the republics,” he said. 

Several Soviet offi cial s have 
recently advocated splitting the 
debt Last week. Deputy Foreign 
kfinister Ernest Obmmsfcy said 
Moscow and the republics should 
address urgently the question of 


■ He said Western governments 
could make it easier for Moscow 
by restructuring debt service pay- 
ments bat admitted that this 
would put commercial bankers 
even more on their guard. 

Mr. Gerashchenko said his 
ideal for tbe future of banking in 
the Soviet Union was similar to 
the system in the United States, 
whether 12 Federal Reserve 
banks control districts under a 
central board in Washington. 

He said this would be most 
acceptable to foreign investors 
and warned against central banks' 
in the republics having the righto 
to issue notes or having their own 
currencies. 




TOKYO — Hopes of an interest rate cut and a stronger yen drove 
die market higher but it surrendered some eariy grins. The Nikkei 
Average dosed 309.18 points up at 23,443,61. 

SYDNEY — Tbe market slipped slightly as rising local currency 
offset expected gains from New York’s rally overnight. Tbe AD 
Ordinaries closed 13 points down at 1,555.8. 

HONG KONG — Stocks finished easier after a day of listless 
trade. The Hang Seng Index dropped 14.82 points, dosing at 
3,938.71. 

SINGAPORE — Stock prices closed lower in thin trade. Tbs 
Straits Times Industrial Index fell 9.79, dosing at 1394.88 
BOMBAY — Prices fell after the Bombay stock exchange banned 
forward trading in 20 volatile shares to calm an overheated 
market. Tbe BSE Index dosed 33.80 points down at 1,87835. 

FRANKFURT — Modest buying in the chemical sector poshed 
shares higher in thin trading. The Dax Index gained 4.80 points to 
finish on 1,634353. 
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of German firms and do more to 
ease foreign investment in French 
business, officials said. 

Sharply lower than expected 
economic growth, forecast to 
reach barely one per cent this 
year, has hit government re- 
venues and put pressure on 
budget plans for 1992. 

Mrs. Cresson, whose public 
approval rating has plunged, to 
barely 30 per cent just four 
months after her appointment, 
was greeted by demonstrations by 
aerospace workers and fanners in 
Bordeaux. 
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OiuHoi OiHhd Inn 


Indian Restaurant 

8th Circle, Tel. 819829 
Indian Foods 
BAR.B.QUE NIGHTLY 
Take away Service 
24- Hour Open 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Wealthy nations promised to help 
reduce Africa’s staggering debt 
and pledged more foreign aid but 
declined to commit themselves to 
specific targets, according to a 
document released Monday. 

A committee of all General 
Assembly members ended 11- 
days of ddiberatkms over the 
weekend on a U.N. recovery 
programme for Africa following 
the failure of a previous five-year 
plan. 

Nevertheless the document, 
“The United Nations’ New Agen- 
da for the Development of Africa 
in the 1990s,” sets a general goal 
of helping to reduce Africa's $270 
billion debt and provides for 
follow-up sessions in 1993. 

Norwegian Ambassador Mar- 
tin Husshd, who chaired the ses- 
sion, told reporters that be re- 
gretted there was not a higher 
level of representation at the 
conference but emphasised that 
the new programme was stronger 
on specifics than previous ones 


and follow-up sessions would in- 
volve government activities and 
not only U.N. agencies. 

Secretary-General Javier Perea 
de Cuellar as well as most Africa 
states wanted governments to 
cancel official debt and work out 
ways to reduce monies owed to 
commercial banks and multilater- 
al institutions. This is referred to 
in the document but nations are 
not . committed in carrying it out 

Tbe secretary-general also re- 
commended an increase of aid to 
$30 billion by 1992 from $21 
billion in 1989 and continuing to 
raise it by four per cent annually 


Tbe report also recommended 
a target average growth rate of 
gross national product of at least 
six per cent peT year for the 1990s 
and note that African nations 
could redirect military expendi-, 
tures to other sectors of the eco- 
nomy. 

Salim Lone, spokesman for the 
U.N. Africa Recovery Program- 
me, said some African delegates 
were disappointed the document 
did not yield more. But he said 
others noted wealthy natrons did 
commit themselves to more aid 
and more debt relief “and that’s 


until doe year 2000. The docur nota small thing to have from tbe 
ment approved this as a goal but West - 

left methods of attaining it vague. The past two weeks of deli- 
in addition be proposed an beration were a follow up to a 
African diversification fund for 1986 five-year programme that 
te chnic al a yrisri m ee to ease a was seen as a watershed in coin- 
chronic dependence on primary mining wealthy nations to supply 
commodities. The new report re- resources for development. In 
commends he undertake a study turn, African nations promised to 
on the need and feasibility of such restructure their economies, re- 
a fund and report to the General dace waste and reallocate govera- 
Assembly in 1993. ment funds. 


Canada introduces back-to-work 
bill for striking workers 



OTTAWA (R) — Tbe Canadian 
government, arguing that the 
economy has suffered from a 
week-long public sector strike, 
introduced legislation Monday 
ordering an end to the work 
stoppage despite raucous protests 
.by 20,000 demonstrators. 

Opposition parties planned to 
block the bill’s passage for several 
days saying that the ruling con- 
servatives should negotiate and 
not legislate. 

The strike by 70,000 workers, 
which entered its second week 
Monday, has paralysed grain 
shipments, caused flight delays at 
some airports and slowed goods 
moving across the border with the 
United States. 

“The government is increasing- 
ly concerned about the impact the 
strike is having on the CmnarHaw 


Furnished Small Apartment (studio) 

*; • For Rent 

Small a pa r tment with two small bedrooms, sunny veranda, one 
bathroom, kitchen with salon, colour T.V., telephone possible. 
Location: 5th Circle, Jabal Amman, quiet and safe residential 
area. No water problem. 

Call tel.: 841345 from B-10 a.m^3-8 pjn. Friday all day. 


Deluxe Furnished VUla For Rent 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, lounge, salon, guest room, modem 
American-style kitchen, with telephone, separate central heat- 
ing, two aircondffionere, 2 bathrooms, separate garage. Annual 
rent JD 13,000. • 

Location: Shmeisani - opposite the Professional Association 
Complex — near A) Arab Insurance Company. 

Call teL: 687425 


ALCAZAR HOTEL, AQABA 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SUMMER 

EXCURSIONS TO PETRA, WADI RUM.GLASS BOTTOM 
BOAT TRIPS, 

SNORKELLING UNUMTIED DIVING, 
INTENTIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED DIVING COURSES 
AIL THIS AND MUCH MORE — AVAILABLE IN EASY 
INSTALLMENTS 

ENJOY NOW™ PAY LATER 

FOR MORE DETAILS, CONTACT TEL : 03 314131 

FAX 314133 


Convocation: 


WACANCY 

Free. 

Domestic Assistant 


Basle functions: 


Requirements: 


Trial: 

Virtue value: 
Experience value: 


Law to be applied: 
Salary: 

Selection committee: 
Observation: 


Presentation of ap- 
plications: 


Cleaning. 

Receiving phone calls. 

-Coming of age. 

-Be able to read & write. 

-In case of not being Jordanian, 
"residence permit" should be valid. 
-Languages: Arabic & English 

Interview in Chancery on 24.9.91 

Experience in similar work. 

10 points: 

-References, 4 points. 
-Certificates, 3 points. 
-Languages, 3 points. 

Jordanian labour law. 

550,- dollars USA (before taxes). 

Embassy of Spain in Jordan. 

The selected candidate should 
pass atrial period of three months, t 
before proceeding to a .definitive 
contract 

Embassy of Spain In Amman. 
P.0.8ox 454 
From: 16A91 to 2*9.91 
-Curriculum Vitae. 

-2 pictures. 

- Photocopy of Residence or 
Identity card. 


economy and on individual Cana- Gilles LoiseUe told reporters af- 
dians," Treasury Board President ter introducing the bill. 

Beautiful Furnished Flat For Rent 

' 3 bedrooms, salon, large kitchen, 2 bathrooms, private tele- 
phone, private garden, backyard and central healing. A quiet 
area in Shmeisani, near Tyche Hotel. 

Please call: 691313 


NOTICE 

From The Honorary Consulate Of 
The Republic Of Cyprus 
in Amman 

The Honorary Consulate of the Republic of 
Cyprus in Amman announces that Mr. 
Mahmoud Mohammad Hamed of Amman is no 
more an employee of the consulate effective 
12/9/1991 , and therefore has nothing to do with 
the consulate's affairs. 


NEW VILLA FOR RENT 

Composed of the following: 

1- Ground floor of 2 bedrooms, bath and a master bedroom with 
bathroom and living hall, dining hall and kitchen with store 
room and side terrace with a car-park along with surrounding 
garden and ground water tank. 

2- Basement floor of a maid-room and boiler-room. 

Super deluxe finishings and newly designed. 

- Date of submission: During three weeks. 

- Rent JD 8,000 per year in advance. 

- Location: A1 Jandaweel - Wadi Aseer 
TeL: 822640 


National Musk Conservatory/Noor A1 Hussein Foundation 
n od Goethe Institute Amma n 
present 

Erika Frieser 

in a piano recital 

Tuesday, September 24, 1991, at 8 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre 

Works by - Brahms, Schmann, Mozart and Schubert 

Tickets - for JD 5 each - are available at 
-The Royal Cultural Centre, teL 669026 
- Goethe Inetttut - Amman, tel. 641993 
-The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 


Convocation: 


Basic functions: 


Requirements: 


Virtue value: 
Experience value: 

Law to be applied: 
Salary: 

Selection committee: 
Observation: 


Presentation of ap- 
plications: 


VACANCY 

Free. 

Cook in residence. 

- Daily menu preparation 

- Preparations of official receptions. 

- Coming of age. 

- Be able to read & write. 

-in case of not being Jordanian, 
“residence permit" should be valid. 

- Languages: Arabic & English. 

Interview in Chancery on 24.9.91 
Experience in similar work. 


10 points: 

-References 4 points. 

- Certificates, 3 points. 

- Languages, 3 points. 

Jordanian Labour Law. 


750,-doilars USA (before taxes). 

Embassy of Spain in Jordan. 

The selected candidate shpuld 
pass a trial period of three months 
before proceeding to a definitive 
contract 

Embassy of Spain in Amman 
P.OJBo» 454 

From: 16J.91 to 284.91 : 

- Curriculum Vitae, 

- 2 pictures. 

-Photocopy of residence or 
identity card. 
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World News 


Yugoslav Navy blockades Croatian ports 


BELGRADE (R) — The Yugos- 
lav Navy blockaded seven ports 
in Croatia Tuesday and the army 
launched fierce punitive attacks 
in a major blow to ceasefire talks 
with European Community (EC) 
peace envoy Lord Carrington. 

The navy blocked the ports of 
Split, Pula. Rijeka, Zadar, Sibe- 
nik;, Ploce and Dubrovnik from 
early morning, catting a vital 
economic lifeline to the rebel 
republic in retaliation for a block- 
ade of military bases by Croatian 
forces. 

Croatian Radio said the navy 
and army joined forces in a land 
and sea attack the southern city 
of Sibenik and the array made big 
gains in the south and northeast 
as it tried to liberate military 
bases captured by Croatian fight- 
ers. 

The radio reported seven more 
deaths in heavy fighting across 
the republic, inducting two fore- 
ign reporters, taking the death 
toll in the last four days to about 
60. 

It said the fiercest battles were 
at a strategic bridge near Sibenik 
and around a military base in the 
northeastern town of Osijek. Air- 
raid sirens wailed in the Croatian 
capital Zagreb for the third suc- 
cessive day. 

Lord Carrington, chairman of 


an EC peace conference on 
Yugoslavia, arrived in the south- 
ern Adriatic resort of Igalo where 
he was due to meet the warring 
sides. 

He held out little hope of 
success in the dosed talks with 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, Croatian President 
Franjo Tudjraan and Yugoslav 
Defence Minister General Veljko 
Kadijevic. 

“I don't expect anything. What 
I hope is that as a result of this 
meeting we may find that there is 
a real and genuine ceasefire 
throughout the whole of the 
country," be said after flying into 
Yugoslavia Monday night. 

'Hie talks are sure to cover an 
EC proposal to send armed 
peacekeeping forces to Yugosla- 
via, an idea which Serbia 


opposes. 

But the EC is divided over 
Yugoslavia, its efforts to end the 
bloodshed have so far foiled and 
Ooatia has threatened to pull out 
of peace talks if the fighting gets 
worse. 

Fighting began in Croatia when 
Serbs rebelled against the repub- 
lic’s independence declaration of 
June 25. Almost 500 people have 
been killed in the republic since 
then, poshing the country of 23.5 
nrilGon people towards collapse. 


The Serbian-led armed forces 
have been deployed in Croatia to 
act as a buffer between Croats 
and Serbs, but the Croatian au- 
thorities accuse the military of 
backing the Serbs. 

In a sign that the dashes could 
suck is the rest of Yugoslavia, 
Belgrade newspapers said Tues- 
day that many towns outside 
Croatia had started mobilising 
volunteers. 

The sea blockade will be a huge 
economic blow for Croatia if it 
holds, severing key supply routes. 
Rijeka is the port where ofl ar- 
rives for passage to Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia. 

In the first known application 
of the blockade, an Italian ferry, 
the Tiziano, was prevented from 
entering Split harbour. 

“All ships and floating craft are 
banned from either putting into 
or leaving the listed pons. Any 
disrespect for this decision will be 
treated according to the rules of 
the Yugoslav Navy's combat use 
of forces,” Yugoslav News Agen- 
cy, Tan jug, said. 

“The Naval Regional Com- 
mand points oat that it has de- 
cided to take such a step after 
several days of full blockade ap- 
plied to barracks, military schools 
and academies, hospitals and 
other military facilities as well as 


mistreatment of the military.” 

Croatia has cut off water, food 
and power to federal military 
installations on its territory and 
says it has forced the surrender of 
hundreds of solders. 

The army replied with a tough 
statement Monday, saying: "Our 
patience and endurance have 
reached the limit ... all those who 
attack the Yugoslav army mil be 
annihilated." 

In a new offensive that has 
forced Croatian units to retreat in 
southern Croatia, army tanks 
moved to within a kilometre of a 
key bridge in Sibenik controlled 
by the Croatian forces and a 
fierce battle was raging, the radio 
said. 

A 22-hour battle with mortars 
and artillery continued around 
army barracks taken by the 
Croats in Osijek. 

The radio said more than 1,000 
mortars rained on villages in the 
nearby Nova Gradiska. area and 
seven people were killed, includ- 
ing two unnamed foreign journal- 
ists. 

Yugoslav President Stipe Mesic 
called Monday for an emergency 
debate in the United Nations 
Security Council and appealed 
for peacekeeping forces to be 
sent to Croatia and Serbia. 

Serbia, the biggest republic. 


opposes sending any foreign 
troops, adding to the obstacles to 
an accord in Igalo. 

Italy said Tuesday it would be 
wilting to send troops t ©Yugosla- 
via as part of a Western Euro- 
pean Union (WEU) peacekeep- 
ing force. 

Foreign Minister Gianni de 
Midbelis has received approval 
from President Francesco Cosa- 
gs, who is head of the armed 
forces, to participate in a force if 
the WEU decides to send one, 
the Foreign Ministry said. 

Foreign and defence ministers 
of the nine-nation WEU will 
meet Thursday in the Hague to 
consider a proposal to send 
troops to act as a barrier between 
the warring factions in Yugosla- 
via. 

Portugal said Tuesday it 
opposed sending a European 
peacekeeping force to Yugoslavia 
and p refe r red U.N. troops be 
used in the event of external 
military intervention. 

“We are talking more about 
blue helmets (U.N. peacekeep- 
ers) than a European Community 
force,” {foreign Minister Joao de 
Dens Pinheiro told foreign jour- 
nalists. 

But he said: “I don't see at this 
moment any chance of putting in 
a force to separate the two sides.” 


Philippines delays U.S. 


pullout until referendum 


-MANILA (R) — The Philippine 
government told the United 
States Tuesday it could delay 
withdrawing its troops from the 
- country until a referendum later 
this year on whether they should 
stay. 

President Corazon Aquino said 
die would bold the referendum in 
an attempt to overturn Monday’s 
landmark- derision by the Senate 
to reject a new military treaty 
with Washington and evict U.S. 
forces. 


Foreign Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus told Washington Tuesday 
in a diplomatic note that the 
Philippines would hold the re- 
ferendum before the end of De- 
cember to deride whether U.S. 
forces would r emain m the for- 
mer American colony. 

“It is our definite and sincere 
perception that the people want 
tire treaty and we're going to give 
them a chance to approve it,” 
Mr. Manglapns fold a news con- 
ference. 

Because of the planned re- 
ferendum, Mr. Manglapns said 
American troops would not have 
to start withdrawing immediately 
despite tire expiry of the lease on 
its military bases. 


On the day the old pact expired 
Monday, tire Sense rejected a 
new treaty negotiated by Mr. 
Man gl ap ns which would have let 
U.S. forces stay for 10 more years 
in return for S2.2 billion. 

The derision to end the almost 
century-long U.S. unfitary- pre- 
sence p r omp ted dancing in the 
streets by anti-bases demonstra- 
tors. 

Bnt Mrs. Aquino, helped to 
power by the United States in a 
popular revolt five years ago, is 
determined to keep U.S. troops, 
saying her beavfly-indebted coun- 
try needs the money. 


Anti-bases senators reject the 
referendum, saying the move is 
unconstitutional. 

In tire diplomatic note handed 
to tire U.S. embassy, Mr. Man- 
glapus said he was withdrawing a 
“notice of tenmnation” for the 
bases agreement presented to the 
United States a year ago, which 
would have required the 8.000 
U.S. servicemen to leave. 

He declined to say when the 
United States would now have to 
start withdrawing from its Subic 
Naval Base, tire largest ship re- 
pair yard in Asia which services 
the seventh fleet ‘ 

The U.& wtil give up Clark Air 
Base anyway because it was badly 
damaged in an eruption by 
Mount Pinatubo volcano in June. 

Mrs. Aquino met her cabinet 
■ Tuesday to discuss action after 
the Senate rejection by 12 votes 
to 11 . 

“The rejection of the treaty has 
made it even more difficult for 
the econom y to function and be- 
nefit this country,” said Aquino 
spokesman Tomas Gomez. 

But Economic Planning Secret- 
ary Cayetano Paderanga said loss 
of U.S. compensation for tire 
bases would have only a short- 
term impact. He said it could 
shave 0.5 per cent off tire antici- 
pated growth in gross national 
product next year of 3.9 per cent. 

Mrs. Aquino’s Executive 
Secretary, Franklin Drikm, said 
the government was prepared for 
an eventual U.S. withdrawal, but 
the planned referendum meant 
that “the rejection (of the treaty) 
is not yet final so far as we are 
concerned.” 

Mrs. Aquino said Monday she 
was confident she would obtain 
the three million signatures 
necessary for a referendum to 
overturn Senate rejection of a 
.new U.S. mffitary bases treaty. 


CIA nominee contrite as 


confirmation hearings start 


WASHINGTON (R) — Robert 
Gatos, President George Bash’s 
choke to run the UA Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), 
admitted Monday that he had 
mishandled his role in what be- 
came the Iran-contra scandal. 

But Mr. Gates, in an opening 
statement before the Senate com- 
mittee weighing his nomination, 
said tben-OA Director William 
Casey kept him in the dark about 
tire affair. 


Mr. Gates told tire Senate In- 
telligence Committee that he 
wanted to speak about “the mis- 
judgments that I made and the 
lessons I learned.” 

Mr. Gates was Mr. Casey’s 
deputy when the scandal began 
rocking Ronald Reagan’s pres- 
idency in late 1986. Mr. Casey 
died in May 1987. 

The affair, made public in 
November 1986 by then-Attomey 
General Edwin Meese, involved 
dodging a congressional ban on 
aid to Nicaragua's contra rebels 
by sending them profits skimmied 
from secret a nr sales to Iran. 


hi a 67-part questionnaire re- 
leased by the panel, Mr. Gates 
said he was unable to recall Iris 
role in events related to Iran- 
contra in at least 33 instances, 
according to one count. 

. Several senators criticised Mr. 
Gates for his professed lack of 
knowledge about the diversion of 
funds to the contras. 

“You were absolutely sur- 
rounded by the truth — how 
could you possibly not know? As 
number two man at tire agency. 


such wilful ignorance is urexcus-- 
able,” pud Democ rati c Senator 
Howard Metzenbaum. 

The assertion that Mr. Gates 
must have known about tire di- 
version is based on the notion 
that Mr> Casey “knew and 
perhaps engineered” the a ffair , 
as Sen. Metzenbaum put it, and 
that Mr. Gates's subordinates 
were also aware of it 

The theory hinges on an admis- 
sion by Alan FieTS, ex-chief of the 
CIA's Central American operati- 
ons, in July that be was involved 
in a coverup at the request of 
ex-covert operations chief Clair 
George. Then Mr. Gates’s im- 
mediate subordinate. 

Mr. Gates, in response to ques- 
tions, testified that neither Mr. 
Casey nor Mr. George had in- 
formed him of the diversion of 
funds, which t&rnished the 
Reagan administration In its last 
yean. 

He said Mr. Casey apparently 
withheld the truth from him; “to 
shield CIA as an institution.” In 
other words, Mr. Gates sug- 
gested, Mr. Casey sought to cap 
any institutional harm by res- 
tricting those who knew of the 
diversion. 

Mr. Bush seemed to approve of 
Mr. Gates’s mea. culpa. “I sup- 
pose what he’s saying is that, with 
a lot of hindsight, be wishes be 
did tilings differently, and I guess 
we all" feel that way, Mr. Bush 
told reporters. 

“I wish the damn thing had 
never happened (because) we’ve 
spent' so much time on it,” Mr. 
Bush added. 



9 killed as Pretoria seeks to implement pact 


THOKOZA, South Africa (R) — 
Shantytown residents said police 
shot and killed two people in a 
pre-dawn dash Tuesday and 
blacks hacked and dubbed seven 
fellow blacks to death in South 
Africa's township conflict. 


Police said they were fired on 
with AK-47 automatic rifles while 
patrolling the Phola Park squatter 
settlement east of Johannesburg 
at about 2 a.m. (midnight GMT). 
They returned fire and residents 


said two people were killed. 

“Approximately 20 rounds 
were feed and a constable Hat- 
tingh was wounded in his left leg. 
Police returned fire, but were 
unaware of anyone being hit,” 
police spokesman David Brace 
said. 

Another police spokesman said 
one man was later found dead 
with a gunshot wound in the 
chest, but it was not clear 
whether he was killed by police. 

Residents blamed police for 


tire incident. 

“They just opened fire bn resi- 
dents and killed two people with- 
out any provocation," said local 
leader Prince Mhlamtri. 

Police jostled with reporters 
and television cameramen who 
tried to film the bodies of the two 
dead men. 

In Soweto, gunmen shot and 
killed an Inkatha member in a 
train, brining to 14 the number of 
people killed in political violence 
since Sunday. 


Jackson urged to make 
3rd bid for presidency 


WASHINGTON (R) — Backers 
of two-time Democratic Party 
presidential candidate Jesse Jack- 
son have urged him to make a 
third try for the nomination, a top 
aide said Monday. 

Rev. Jackson, 49, a black dvil 
rights leader, plans to make a 
decision “within several weeks,” 
spokesman Frank Watkins said. 

About 250 people from 29 
states met with Rev. Jackson here 
Sunday in a discussion that lasted 
until nearly midnight. 

Rev. Jackson is considering an 
offer from Cable News Network 
(CNN) to be host of a television 
show under contract terms that 
would not allow him to seek the 
presidency. 

The liberal Rev. Jackson got 
over seven asHEon votes in state 
primary elections in his 1988 bid 
for the nomination. He Ires repe- 
atedly told reporters that he 
could win against President 
George Bush, a beavey favourite 
to win re-election cm Nov. 3, 
1992. 

The U.S. presidential cam- 
paign is livening up with a widely 
divergent Democratic Party field 
finding common ground in 
attacks on President Bush's 
domestic policy. 

Five months before Iowa and 


New Hampshire become the first 
states to select nominating dele- 
gates, three official Democratic 
challengers are in the race and at 
least three others are lining up to 
face the popular Republican pres- 
ident. 

Iowa Senator Tom Harlan, 51, 
an unabashed liberal, became the 
third announced Sun- 

day, joining Virginia Governor 
Douglas Wilder, 50, a fiscal con- 
servative who announced Friday, 
and former Senator Paul Tsongas 
of Massachusetts, 50, a moder- 
ate, would-be party reformer, 
who declared on April 30. 

Other weighing entry include 
Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton, 
45, a political moderate. Senator 
Bob Kerrey of Nebraska, 48, a 
liberal former governor and Viet- 
nam War hero, and former Cali- 
fornia Governor Jerry Brown, an 
unorthodox liberal. 

Congressman Dave McCurdy, 
an Oklahoma moderate who 
chairs the House of Representa- 
tives Intelligence Committee but 
is fittfe known outside Congress 
or his home state, is also thinking 
about running. 

All face a formidable challenge 
if they win the right during the 
Democratic presidential nominat- 
ing convention next July in New 



Jesse Jackson 


York to face Mr. Bush, who is 
expected to formally announce 
his re-election bid m early 1992. 

Mr. Bush, the . . TSt popular 
president in over DO years of 
modem opinion surveys, has seen 
his 90 per cent approval rating 
slip since its peak as the Gulf war 
ended in February, but neverthe- 
less jt is still high at about a 70 per 
cent rate. 

Yet, in an app a rent contradic- 
tion, surveys show little approval 
of Mr. Bush’s coping with the 
economy — rising slowly from 
recession — and other domestic 
concerns less than 14 months 
before the Nov. 3, 1992, pres-’ 
klent&al election. 

Also, a majority of people tell 
pollsters the country is on the 
wrong track, representing a pessi- 
mistic populace. 


4 troops die in heavy Sri Lanka fighting 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Sri 
I«ankana troops have pushed to 
within 400 metres of a major 
rebel base in the northeast de- 
spite fierce resistance, a military 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

The spokesman said four sol- 
dies were IdDed and 30 wounded 
in heavy fighting Monday near 
Camp Michael, a key rebel posi- 
tion. He said the rebels were 
believed to have suffer ed heavy 
casualties. 

The camp is one of about IS in 


the dense jungles of Mullaitivu 
occupied by the li berati on Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), who are 
fighting for their own homeland 
in the north and east 

Soldiers, backed by the air 
force, launched Operation Light- 
ning Strikes on Aug. 29 to flush 
out about 1,000 Tigers at the 
bases. They have captured one 
camp so far. 

More than 500 guerrillas and 49 
soldiers have been killed in what 
the army has called the biggest- 


ever jungle battle with the rebels. 

A bomb blast at aTigenf office 
in the northern rebel-controlled 
Vavuniya district injured 14 dvi- 
tians and four rebel fighters, resi- 
dents said Tuesday. 


The bomb exploded Monday at 
the office where passes are issued 
for civilians to travel to and from 
the rebel-controlled north, they 
said. 


There was no indication of who 
planted the bomb. 


U.S. Supreme Court nominee 
accused of toning down views 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
members accused Clarence Tho- 
mas of being evasive and aban- 
doning his conservative views 
Monday as they questioned the 
nominee for a seat on the power- 
ful Supreme Court for a fifth and 
final day. 

Mr. Thomas, 43, a black feder- 
al judge, was nominated in July 
by President George Bush to 
succeed Justice Thurgood Mar- 
shall, a liberal and the first black 
on the high court, which rules on 
the consdtnionafity of U.S. laws. 

The court’s decisions some- 
times have ripples throughout the 
daily lives of Americans. 1 

Senator Edward Kennedy, a 
Massachusetts Democrat, said 


Judge Thomas had toned down 
his conservative ideology to seem 
more moderate and mainstream. 

“I continue to have major con- 
cerns about your nomination and 
your commitment to fundamental 1 
liberties,” Sen. Kennedy said. 

The committee of eight Demo- 
crats and six of Bush’s fellow 
Republicans is holding bearings 
to decide whether to recommend 
Judge IThomas’s confirmation to 
the full Senate. 

Senators said Monday that they 
expected Judge Thomas would be 
confirmed. 

“If be was voted on today he’d 
get Senate confirmation," said 
Senator Howell Heflin, An Ala- 
bama Democrat Bnt Mr.Hefflin 
said he had not made up his mind 


which way to vote and could not 
predict how the committee would 
vote. 

Senator Aplen Specter of 
Pennsylvania, the Republican 
most critical of Judge Thomas, 
said he expected the judge would 
be approved and would join one 
of the conservativefections of the 
nine-member Supreme Court. 

“1 think he is going to be a 
member of the revisionist court 
The question is which branch?” 
he said. 

The court under the leadership 
of Chief Justice W illiam Refan- 
qmst is called revisionist because 
it is rolling bade many of the 
decisions on social issues made 
during the years when liberal 
justices were in the majority. 
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WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Albania joins CSCE 


HELSINKI, Finland (AP) — Albanian President Ramiz ASa has 
said be would return home and remain in edifice, despite mass 
demonstrations last week in the capital, Tirana, demanding bis 
resignation. “The democratic process has begun in Albania. 
CThere is) a transition to a new system of society which is based on 
market economy, on a multi-party system ... and a respect for 
human rights,” Mr. Alta toM a news conference. “The feet that 
people are free to express their views also erf the president shows 
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that democracy is advancing, people say what they dunk/ 
Mr. Alia said. “X have been elected by parliament 


and I will be 

responsible to the parliament." Mr. Aha spoke to rep o rter s after 
signing the Helsinki Human Rights Accords, making Albania die 
latest country in Europe to formally join the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation (CSCE). The signing cerem o n y was 
held in Finlandia HaH where 35 world leaders pot their names on 
the 1975 document aimed at reducing East-West t ens ions. 


Soviet foreign minister to visit Sweden 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Foreign Minister Boris Pankin wiD visit 
Sweden Tuesday to study the country’s social and economic 
system, his spokesman has said. Spokesman Vitaly Churkin told a 
news briefing Mr. Pankin would spend two days in Stockholm “to 
draw die attention of Soviet jmblic opinion to the Swedish 
experience in economic and political structures.” Mr. Churkin 
said Mr. Pankin would then fly to New York for a session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. He suggested Mr. Pankin 
could stop elsewhere on his return to Moscow early next month 
but ruled out a visit to the Middle East for the time being. 


India captures 136 rebels in Assam 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian soldiers captured 136 guerrillas and 
smashed 12 rebel training camps in the oil-rich state of Assam, 
news reports said Monday. The operation began Sunday night 
and included the use of aircraft. United News of India (UNI) 
reported. Troops sealed the state borders to prevent rebels of the 
United Liberation Front of Assam from fleeing. The crackdown 
in Assam, a state L500 kilometres east of New Delhi, followed a 
week of strikes by more than 47,000 workers of a state-owned oil 
company. The workers were protesting the kilting of a colleague 
kidnapped by rebels. 


N. Ireland bomb kills policeman 


BELFAST (AP) — A bomb exploded near the village of 
Swatragh 55 kflometres nort hwe st of Belfast early Tuesday, 
kffling a policeman and Injuring three soldiers, police reported. 
No group immediately dripied responsible .for the pre-dawn 
attack. Police headquarters in Belfast said in a statement that the 
explosion occurred as a joint police and British army patrol 
consisting if four vehicles was crossing a bridge just outside die 
village. 


Drug dealer testifies against Noriega 


MIAMI (AP) — A former drug dealer with a S3 million price on 
his head took the stand in Manuel Noriega’s drag trial and 
recounted the workings of the Mkleliin cocaine cartel without 
roentioiang the former Panamanian dictator. Max Menncistein, 
who said he imported SS tonnes of cocaine into the United States, 
was first Monday in what is expected to be a long parade of 
traffideers-turaed-infonnants to testify for the prosecution. Mer- 
melstem, who is in the federal witness protection prog ra mm e, has 
said Colombia’s Medellin cartel offered S3 million for his death 
when he was arrested in 1985 and began cooperating with the 
U.S. government. He told the court he joined the cartel in the 
early 1980s. U.S. district Judge WflKam Hoeveler asked cour- 
troom Sketch artists not to draw Mermelstein’s face. 


Bush concerned about Angolan peace 


WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bush met Monday with 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and expressed 
concern with what be said was slow progress in implementing the 
peace agreement that ended die country's 16-year dvfl war last 
May. The unusual meeting between a U.S. president and the 
leader of a country which the United States doesn't recognise 
brought a promise from Mr. Dos Santos that troop movements 
covered by the peace agreement would be completed by the end 
of the month, a senior U.S. official said. A statement issued by 
White House Press Secretary Martin Fhzwater emphasised toe 
concerns Bush expressed during the meeting but Mr. Dos Santos 
told rep o rters afterward be was pleased with die Oval Office visit. 


Germany’s largest lift bridge collapses 


HAMBURG, Germany (AP) — A Polish freighter has rammed 
Germany’s largest lift bridge in dense fog, collapsing an 84-metre 
section of the span into the Elbe River in Hamburg. One person 
was. injured, police said. The freighter Stanislaw Kukzynslri, 
which had a harbour pilot on board and was being escorted by a 
tow boat, slammed into a fixed section of the bridge instead of 
passing through the arid-section that bad been lifted, port 
authorities said. One of two bridge operators received slight 
injuries. 


Zaire national conference resumes 


KINSHASA (R) — Zaire's much-delayed national conference on 
political change has resumed after a break of nearly a mouth but 
dissovied in uproar almost immediately. Opposition delegates 
tried to storm the podium and tore up an official report on 
conference accreditation after Chair man Isaac Kakmji refused to 
let a member of the anti-government Union for Democracy a nd 
Social Progress take the floor. Troops intervened to restore order 
and escort Mr. Kakmji from to had. It was not dear when the 
co nf erence would 


Pakistani columnist shot dead 


LAHORE (R) — Gunmen shot dead Pakistani 


Columnist Mian Abdul Rashid in what Prime \fim^T^raz 
Sharif called a “terrorist” acL Mr. Rashid's relatives were quoted 
by police as saying the attack at the family house was carried out 
by two unidentified gunm e n who escaped from the scene. There 
was no information -about the motive of the murder of Mr. 
Rashid, who has been writing Islamic religious columns in the 
Urdu-language daily Nawa-I-Waqt (Voice of the Time). 


Kalfu apologises for remark 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese Premier Tosiriki Kaifu, anxious not to 
offend powerful allies in Washington, apologised Tuesday for 
saying U.S. politicians lacked ethics. Mr. Kaifu told parliament 
last Friday polffitians running for the United States Congress 
were unethical because they used excessive campaign funds. “I 
don't flunk American candidates observe very strict ethical codes 
(m campaigns),” he told a lower house panel. Fearful of a 
backlash from the United States, Mr. Kaifu deckled to apologise 
after consulting aides over the weekend. On Tuesday, aaotemnl 
lo oking Kaifu apologised before the game paneL “It was 
inappropriate of me to use the word ‘ethics' in my remarks and I 
regret (the incident),” he said. “What I meant to say was that tire 
Unit ed Sta tes does not have a system like outs ... so there are no 
ngid restrictions cm campaign spending as in Japan.” 


16 more die in Bangladesh floods 


DHAKA (AP) — Rain-swollen rivers that inundated northern 
Bangladesh have started receding, but at feast 16 more people 
have toed in flooding, officials and news reports said Tuesday 
The state-owned Bangladesh News Agency (BSS) said Monday’s 
casualties from drowning and waterborne diseases raised toe 
death toll to 245 in two weeks of flooding. The annual summer 
monsoon has caused rivers throughout the region to overflow 
their banks. At least two nriflfcra people lost their homes or 
crapes. 



Want to win a 
marathon? Have 


your . . 

coach run some of it 


BRUSSELS (K) — Alfena n, 
ner Abba tehami had a wsrnU 
pk>y for winning the annual Brus- 
sels Marathon— be got te coach 

to ran toe first 25 kHofaetres'lor 
him. Officials said Monday Thta- 
mi was w mnedia s dy to sg eal i fa d 
after be crossed the bos, 

raising his arms aloft in nct&y 
despite being jeered by an angry 
crowd. Sharp-eyed jensnutosts 
had sported that the nmner wear- 
ing number 62 had lost his mous- 
tache and grown taller since the 
start of Sunday's race. The jout- 
naJists reported ibis to race orga- 
nisers, who discovered TehaooY 
coach had ran the first parr and 
then handed the jersey and num- 
ber over to the -jrunner. “We 
noticed that number 62 was tal- 
ler, and he did not have a mous- 
tache," sc:d one official, adding 
Tehami bod hoped to cofloct the 
250,000-Belgian franc (S7.2Q0) 
first prize. Tehami later " dis- 
appeared and could not be traced 
for comment. Soviet runner 
Anatoly Karepanov was declared 
the winner m two hours, 18 mi- 
nutes four seconds. 


Hong Kong police 
swoop on fake 
bird’s nest racket 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong customs officers have 
smashed a syndicate making fake 
birds’ nests, detaining four 
women, one man and nearly 160 
kg (352 pounds) of spurious 
nests. Genome swifts' nests are 
regarded by Chinese as a medi- 
cine and delicacy. The govern- 
ment information service said 
Tuesday that officials began a 
week-long investigation after a 
customer complained about a 
nest he bought at a Hoag Kang 
shop. A government laboratory 
found the fake nests to be confr 
posed of Malaysian tree gum, 
bearing the appearance of wet 
swifts' nests. Customs Depart- 
ment information officer Albert 
tim said. The five people wifi be 
charged under the British col- 
ony’s trade description ordi- 
nance. Officials said it was the 
first such case in Hong Kong. 


Matisse heirs ghre 
paintings to France 
in tax deal 


PARIS (R) — The heirs of post- 
impressionist artist Henri Matisse 
have agreed to donate 36 works 
by modem masters to the French 
state in lieu of inheritance taxes, 
the Ministry of Culture said Mon- 
day. The ministry said Jac- 
queline, Paul and Pierre-Noel 
Matisse had offered a selection of 
works by Cezane, Roualut, 
Dubuffet, Giacometti and Mho 
as wefl as 25 by Matisse to settle 
taxes on toe estate of their father. 
New York art dealer Pierre 
Matisse, the painter's son. The 
Matisse works, which wfll go on 
display in the National Modem 
Art Museum in Paris’s Pompidou 
Centre, are 13 sculptures and 12 
paintings, drawings and 
gouaches. The Cezanne, to be 
displayed at the riverside Orsay 
Museu m, is a portriat of the 
artist’s wife. The ministry did not 
disclose the value of the works. 


.Indonesian civil 
servants put play 
before work 


JAKARTA (R) — Four out of 
five Indonesian civil servants are 
late for work and most just play 
cards or read newspapers wten 
they get there, the armed forces 
newspaper Angkatan Berrehjata 
said Monday. It quoted an official 
at the state-run Indonesian Scien- 
ces Institute as raying only 22 per 

cent of the 1.6 million dvH ser- 
vants in the capita] Jakarta got to 

work on time, and most left early. 

Only about 20 per cent really {fid 
then job, he said. “The rest come 
to the -office to read news pap ers. 
Play can] games and are preoccu- 
pied with lottery numbers . " the 
official told a meeting. 


Israeli, 85, offers big 
bucks for bride 


OM i sraeh man is kx&uw for » 

young woman to bear him a heir 

I s , offering one million 
shek^ (S® 0 ^ 00 ) ,0 tj^ ^ 

™>»hot newspaper reoorted 
Monday. “I wifi demand t&tife 
pve me at least one child, but if 
she wanes more I can hantSe 
fiv e,” N aftalj Stnafler was Quoted 
as saying. “Sex is very important 
«o«r a^wrott,” he added. A, 
picture of the .elderly stratoe* 
sating on an exercise bicycle 
“PPeared m several Israeli panes* 

with reports of his offer. 
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